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the audience had been released from a spell, and everybody 
attempted to rush to the dais to shake hands with the Khalifa- 
tul Masih, or at least approach close to him. The address 
received a very good press also. 

The Khalifatul Masih’s book, Ahmadiyyat or The True 
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Islam, was on sale at the Imperial Institute and on one 
occasion, when he was visiting the Institute, a clergyman 
who had the book in his hand came up to greet him and said: 


I obtained this book of yours yesterday and started reading it after 
dinner. I became so deeply interested that I went on reading it 
through the night and by the time I had to come down to breakfast 
I had finished reading it. I have been fascinated by it. 


While the Khalifatul Masih and his party were still in 
London news arrived of the tragic death by stoning of 
Naimatullah Khan, a young Afghan, who had studied re- 
ligion at Qadian and had returned to his own country after 
finishing his course of studies. He was only 19 years of age 
and life spread out before his imagination in attractive and 
alluring colours. His outstanding quality, however, was 
devotion to his faith. On his way back to his country he 
stopped at Peshawar for a short while, where his host asked 
him one evening: ‘Naimatullah, you know that since the 
martyrdom of Sahibzada Syed Abdul Latif Sahib, more than 
a dozen of our people have been stoned to death in Afghanis- 
tan under the orders of the Amir. Should you be confronted 
with the same contingency, how will you behave?’ His reply 
was: 


Sir, if I said anything just now in answer to your question, my 
response would lack reality. I do not know and, therefore, cannot 
say what my reaction to the situation would be. I hope and pray 
that God of his grace and mercy will bestow upon me the strength 
and firmness that would enable me to react to the situation as the 
Sahibzada Sahib reacted. But Iam a weak human being and all I 
can say at the moment is that I shall continue to supplicate for 
God’s grace and mercy. 


When he arrived in Kabul he was arrested and confined in 
a cell like a dangerous criminal and was charged with apos- 
tacy from Islam. He rejected every suggestion made to him 
that he should repudiate the Messiah of Qadian but like all his 
predecessors in that situation, he remained firm in his faith, in 
the full consciousness that he could do so only at the cost of 
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his life. During the period of his confinement he found an 
opportunity of scribbling a note on a piece of paper and 
arranged to have it conveyed to his host in Peshawar. The 
note, which has been carefully preserved by his host, read: 
Sir, 1am now face to face with the contingency that you had 
mentioned to me and, by God’s grace, I am able to inform 
you that I am resolved to follow the example of the great 
martyr, the Sahibzada Sahib.’ In due course he carried out his 
resolve with great firmness and presence of mind. It is 
worthy of note that not a single Ahmadi who was called 
upon to lay down his life in this cruel manner on account of 
his faith exhibited the slightest fear at any time or showed any 
inclination towards repudiating his faith. May Allah receive 
the souls of all of them into His mercy. 

When the news of Naimatullah Khan’s martyrdom was 
received in London, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih and his party 
were overwhelmed with grief and pity for the young martyr. 
A protest meeting was held in Essex Hall, Essex Street, which 
runs from the eastern end of the Strand down to Victoria 
Embankment. It was presided over by Dr Walter Walsh and 
was well attended. Several British public men spoke at the 
meeting and expressed their horror at the cruel murder of the 
young martyr and their sympathy for his parents. There was 
universal condemnation of the barbaric atrocity, and the 
authorities in Afghanistan who were responsible for it were 
harshly criticized. 

Naimatullah Khan’s execution was carried out under the 
orders of Amir Amanullah Khan, who advocated liberalism 
in every sphere of life and was anxious to modernize Afg- 
hanistan. Shortly after the execution of Naimatullah Khan, 
Amir Amanullah Khan set out on a tour of Western Europe 
with his wife, who discarded the veil and appeared to have 
adopted western ways in dress and deportment. In the mean- 
time Amir Amanullah Khan had assumed the title of King 
and was received everywhere in Europe as His Majesty King 
Amanullah Khan of Afghanistan. They were accorded a 
royal welcome everywhere and were much gratified with all 
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the hospitality that was extended to them and the favourable 
publicity that was given to their visit. But nemesis was not 
long delayed. King Amanullah’s modernizing methods were 
deeply resented by the mullas who roused the populace 
against him. Soon after his return from Europe a scalliwag 
called Bacha Saqua (son of water carrier) headed a rising 
against him and advanced upon Kabul. He met with no 
opposition in Kabul, and Amanullah finding himself deserted 
by everyone departed in the utmost haste from Kabul, 
accompanied by his wife, and requested the British authori- 
ties of India to provide him with facilities for travel to Italy. 
Arrived in Rome he rented an apartment and settled down to 
an inglorious existence of degrading humiliation. His wife 
and daughter were disgusted with him and left him to die in 
lonely misery. This was the end of the line of Amir Abdur 
Rahman Khan, at whose instance Maulvi Abdur Rahman, a 
disciple of Sahibzada Abdul Latif, had been strangled to death 
while in custody. 

Before leaving England and starting on his return journey 
to India, the Khalifatul Masih laid the foundation stone of the 
London Mosque on 19 October 1924. The construction of 
the Mosque was completed in the summer of 1926, and the 
Opening ceremony was performed on 3 October 1926 by 
Shaikh Sir Abdul Qadir in the presence of a distinguished 
gathering of Muslims from all countries and British guests 
prominent in public life. Four English gentlemen announced 
their acceptance of Islam. This was the first mosque estab- 
lished within the area of Greater London. 


In the late 1920s a graceless and shameless member of the 
Arya Samaj named Rajpal published a most scurrilous and 
disgraceful book concerning the Holy Prophet of Islam, 
peace be on him, which he called Rangila Rasul (The Rakish 
Messenger). The publication of the book sent a thrill of 
horror through the minds of the Muslims and the govern- 
ment prosecuted Rajpal for the offence of insulting the 
memory of the Founder of a religion and thus provoking 
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feelings of hatred and contempt between the followers of 
Islam and Hinduism. Rajpal was convicted and sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment by the trial court. His appeal was 
dismissed, but on a revision petition to the High Court, the 
Judge before whom the petition came up for hearing took 
the view that the publication of the book, however offensive 
was its character, did not fall within the scope of the relevant 
section of the Indian Penal Code, and acquitted Rajpal. The 
judgment outraged Muslim sentiment and caused wide- 
spread grief and bewilderment. In effect it amounted to a 
sentence of death upon the wretched author of the book 
inasmuch as within a short time he was assassinated by a 
Muslim named Ilm Din who found it impossible to control 
his feelings of horror and outrage at the dastardly perfor- 
mance of Rajpal, and could find no other way of assuaging 
the hurt he had suffered except through the blood of the 
offender. Ilm Din was tried for murder, proudly confessed 
his guilt and was sentenced to be hanged. He went to his 
execution cheerfully and the Muslims acclaimed him as a 
martyr. The public excitement over the whole tragic affair 
had scarcely had time to subside when an equally offensive 
article against the Holy Prophet was published in a Hindu 
journal called Vartman of Amritsar. This type of performance 
was evidence of the diseased mind of a section of the Hindu 
community, the appropriate remedy for which had to be 
prescribed with care, wisdom and foresight. The Khalifatul 
Masih II considered the whole situation thoughtfully and 
came to the conclusion that the entire responsibility for it did 
not lie upon the Hindus, and that the Muslims also had been 
guilty of a serious default which should be set right as early as 
possible. The immediate need was to obtain an authoritative 
clarification of the state of the law regarding such offensive 
publications and in case of a lacuna to have it filled by 
legislative action. He drew up a public announcement deal- 
ing with this aspect of the matter and calling upon the 
government to take prompt action to secure the desired 
result. This announcement was prominently displayed in all 
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the principal towns of the Punjab and evoked a wave of 
horror against the repetition of Rajpal’s outrage by Vartman. 
The authorities felt that unless an announcement was made at 
once of the action the government had decided to take to deal 
with the situation, communal riots might erupt all over the 
province involving a large number of people of both re- 
ligions and causing great loss of life and property. It was, 
therefore, decided that the editor and publisher of Vartman 
should be tried speedily by a Division Bench of the High 
Court, so that an authoritative construction of the relevant 
provision of the law might be obtained as early as possible. 
The Division Bench that was constituted for trial of the case 
overruled the judgment of the single Judge in the Rajpal case 
and held that the action of the accused amounted to an 
offence under the relevant provision of the law, and con- 
victed the two accused and sentenced them to a term of 
imprisonment. The Provincial Government also moved the 
Government of India to put through an amendment of the 
particular section of the Indian Penal Code so as to put it 
beyond all doubt that a publication of the type of Rajpal’s 
book and the article in Vartman constituted an offence under 
the law. 

The real remedy, however, that the Khalifatul Masih 
devised, was to remind the Muslims that they had woefully 
neglected one of their principal duties, namely, to present the 
life and character of the Holy Prophet in their true colours to 
the non-Muslims. He proposed, therefore, that on a specified 
day in every year public meetings should be held all over the 
country in which speeches should be delivered by Muslims 
and non-Muslims on the life and character of the Holy 
Prophet, peace be on him. He proposed that this scheme 
should be inaugurated on 17 June 1928. He forthwith set up 
machinery at Qadian to make the scheme fully effective and 
appealed for speakers to address the meetings to be held on 17 
June. There was a most heartening response to the appeal, not 
only on the part of Muslims but also of non-Muslims, and a 
list of speakers comprising more than fourteen hundred 
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names was soon drawn up. In order to furnish the speakers 
with relevant material on the topics on which they were to 
speak, a set of notes was prepared of which five thousand 
copies were printed and were despatched to the speakers and 
other interested persons. In addition, the Al-Fazal issued a 
Special Number on 12 June 1927, extending over seventy- 
two pages, containing articles by the Khalifatul Masih, 
prominent Ahmadi scholars, men and women, non-Ahmadi 
leaders and non-Muslims on different aspects of the life of the 
Holy Prophet, peace be on him. The first issue of the Special 
Number was immediately exhausted and a second printing 
had to be hastily put through. The countrywide celebrations 
proved a tremendous success and were deeply appreciated 
everywhere by everyone. They helped to clear the air, to 
remove misunderstandings, to correct misrepresentations 
and to create a new, wholesome and lovable image of the 
Holy Prophet in the minds of non-Muslims throughout the 
country. These meetings have since been repeated every year 
and have become a permanent feature of the efforts directed 
towards the promotion of friendly relations between the 
different sects and communities of the country. 


Some years later the Khalifatul Masih instituted the obser- 
vance of another day in every year for speeches and addresses 
on the lives of the Founders of all the great religions. This was 
a natural and necessary sequel to the institution of the Holy 
Prophet’s Day, and carried the purpose of interfaith under- 
standing and appreciation still further. This Day has become 
known as All-Prophets’ Day. 


The British took over the administration of the Punjab 
from the Sikhs in 1845. During the last phase of their conflict 
with the Sikhs they were helped in various ways by Raja 
Gulab Singh, the Dogra Chieftain of Jammu, who deserted 
the Sikhs and went over to the British. Once the British 
control of the Punjab was established Raja Gulab Singh 
demanded from the British some substantial reward for his 
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service to the British cause. He was asked what would he 
wish to have and he suggested that the hill country between 
the rivers Ravi and Indus might be made subject to his rule. 
The British were not at that time aware of the full extent of 
the territory, its resources and the character and composition 
of its people. They did not consider it necessary to look into 
any of these details and agreed readily enough to the sugges- 
tion of Raja Gulab Singh in return for a cash payment of two 
and a half million rupees by Gulab Singh. Thus by the Treaty 
of Amritsar of 1846 between His Excellency Lord Lawrence, 
Governor General of India, and Raja Gulab Singh, the rule of 
the latter over the territory just described was recognized and 
Raja Gulab Singh became a faithful feudatory of the British. 
In this manner Dogra rule was established over Kashmir 
which comprised the famous valley of that name and the 
mountainous territories of Ladakh, Poonch, Gilgit and 
Hunza. 

This was the beginning of a century of the most savage 
tyranny of which history furnishes a record anywhere. 

Raja Gulab Singh assumed the title of Maharaja of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir. The valley had a population of 
roughly four million, more than 90 per cent of whom were 
Muslims. In the total population of the State the proportion 
of the Muslims was over 80 per cent. The people of Kashmir, 
as is well known by now, are part of the lost tribes of Israel. 
They are a handsome people and are given to artistic pursuits 
like wood-carving, silver-chasing, and woollen and silk 
manufactures of the finest type. Under Mughal and Pathan 
rule they had led happy and comparatively prosperous lives. 
The Mughal emperors, beginning with Akbar the Great, 
spent a portion of the summer in the valley asa relief from the 
blazing heat of the plains. The valley had been celebrated as 
paradise on earth. 

From the very beginning of his rule, Maharaja Gulab 
Singh imposed a body of the harshest regulations upon the 
people of Kashmir and reduced them in effect to a state of 
humiliating bondage. He taxed severely everything needed 
for the support of human life, with the exception only of 
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water and air. Even grass, growing free, on which the people 
were wont to pasture their cattle, was subjected to a heavy 
tax. Within a year of the treaty of 1846 Lord Lawrence was 
compelled to address a severe remonstrance to the Maharaja 
on the harshness and severity of his régime, warning him that 
if he persisted in the course that he had adopted the Para- 
mount Power would refuse to lend him support against any 
uprising of his subjects against his tyranny. The remonstrance 
had little effect upon the Maharaja. 

Matters continued more or less in that condition till the 
twenties of this century when the signs of a certain degree of 
awakening and political consciousness began to appear in the 
valley. By the mid-1920s demonstrations were made and 
processions were taken out in protest against measures of the 
government which bore harshly upon the people. These 
demonstrations and processions were suppressed by severe 
police action in which people were beaten up and occa- 
sionally shot down and killed. Matters came to a head by 
1930 when a series of riots took place which were mercilessly 
suppressed entailing considerable loss of life. The Muslims of 
the Punjab, among whom Kashmiris who had migrated 
from Kashmir into the Punjab held a high position and were 
counted among the leaders, were deeply stirred by these 
happenings but were unable to think of anything that could 
prove effective in helping their suffering and distressed fel- 
low Muslims in Kashmir. 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II had started taking a keen inter- 
est in the welfare of the people of Kashmir in early 1931 and 
wrote several articles in the Al-Fazal in April, June and July 
of that year, drawing attention to the pitiable condition of 
the Kashmir Muslims and inviting the Muslims of the Punjab 
to take some practical step towards providing relief for the 
Muslims of Kashmir and designed to persuade the govern- 
ment of Kashmir to introduce practical and effective reforms 
in its policies and in the administration of the State with the 
view of securing substantial improvement in the condition of 
the Muslims of the valley. 

In the meantime the situation in the valley deteriorated 
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rapidly and on 13 July it became so critical that it was sought 
to be resolved by the use of massive force, in consequence of 
which seventy-two people were killed and a large number 
were wounded. When the Khalifatul Masih learnt the details 
of the tragic events he invited a dozen or so leading Muslims 
who were deeply interested in the situation in Kashmir to 
meet him at Simla on 25 July 1931 for consultation over the 
situation in Kashmir. When they got together the Khalifatul 
Masih felt that there was a general air of despondence, mainly 
due to the fact that there was little hope of anything effective 
being achieved as the Viceroy of India, as the representative 
of the King Emperor, was bound to shield and support the 
Maharaja by virtue of the treaty relationship between the 
Maharaja and the Paramount Power. The Khalifatul Masih 
felt that despite all this some practical step must be taken 
which should convince the people of Kashmir that a body in 
British India was taking sympathetic interest in their affairs, 
and the Maharaja and his advisers should be compelled to 
recognize that the people of Kashmir in their struggle for 
securing their basic human rights had the support of a strong 
and active organization across the borders of the State. 
Finally it was decided that an All India Kashmir Committee 
should be formed which should take all appropriate and 
feasible steps to secure their basic rights for the people of 
Kashmir, and that the Committee’s activities should not cease 
till the full achievement of this purpose. Agreement having 
been reached on the setting up of the Committee all those 
who were present in the consultation expressed their eager- 
ness to become members of the Committee and thus the 
Committee came into being. Immediately thereupon Dr Sir 
Muhammad Iqbal, who was himself an eminent Kashmiri, 
proposed that the Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement should 
be elected President of the Committee. His proposal was 
seconded by Khawaja Hasan Nizami Sahib and everyone 
present acclaimed it. The Khalifatul Masih expressed strong 
disapproval of the proposal to elect him President, but 
assured the committee that he and his Community would 
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lend their full co-operation to the Committee. In answer to 
this Sir Muhammad Iqbal pointed out that the Head of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement had at his disposal a strong organiza- 
tion and plenty of workers and resources of every type and 
that unless he assumed the responsibilities of President of the 
Committee its purpose would not be achieved. The Khalifa- 
tul Masih was most reluctant to assume a position which in 
several respects would be inconsistent with his position as 
Spiritual Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement, but in view of 
the insistence of the members of the Committee and the 
strong urge towards going to the rescue of a people held in 
bondage, he overcame his reluctance and signified his assent 
to the proposal of Sir Muhammad Iqbal. 

With the setting up of the All India Kashmir Committee a 
clamour was raised in Hindu circles that the Committee was 
a political organization that had been set up for the purpose of 
securing the removal of His Highness the Maharaja and that 
in effect it constituted a challenge to the Hindus on the part of 
the Muslims. In answer to this the Committee announced 
that the agitation in the State was in no sense directed against 
His Highness the Maharaja and that its purpose was the 
removal of the valid grievances of the Muslims of Kashmir 
and to reform the tyrannical form of the administration 
which had prevailed in Kashmir for a very long time. It was 
stressed that the Committee would strive to achieve its pur- 
pose through strictly constitutional methods and would not 
have recourse to unlawful activities. 

It is difficult at this distance of time, and having regard to 
the changes that have taken place in the meantime, to attempt 
an accurate estimate of the tremendous, complicated and 
multifaceted responsibilities that the Khalifatul Masih under- 
took to discharge by assuming the position of the President of 
the All India Kashmir Committee. Judged by the almost 
revolutionary results that were achieved by the committee 
and its devoted workers over the short period of two years its 
performance was nothing short of miraculous, the greater 
part of the credit for which must go to the Khalifatul Masih. 
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The activities set in motion by the Committee under the 
direction of the Khalifatul Masih were bewilderingly multi- 
farious. In the discharge of his responsibilities the Khalifatul 
Masih did not spare himself at all. If it became necessary to 
approach the Viceroy, he did not shrink from doing so, and if 
it was felt that his meeting the Maharaja might prove of help 
he was ready to face the ordeal. 

The problems that confronted the Committee and its 
President extended all the way from providing relief for the 
distressed, to urging the officials of the Kashmir Adminis- 
tration to perform their duties in a spirit of helpfulness, 
sympathy and humanity, to providing legal aid for the very 
large number of the people of Kashmir who were prosecuted 
on false charges and were made the victims of police aggres- 
sion and sometimes even of judicial repression. One feature 
of the struggle that was carried on by the Committee and its 
workers was that the situation was never permitted to 
become stale or passive. Once the workers of the Committee 
had seized the initiative they never let it go and always kept 
things on the move towards the desired objective. 

To provide finances for all the multifarious activities of the 
Committee the Khalifatul Masih had to supplement the 
modest donations made to the Committee by its well- 
wishers, and for this purpose he imposed a cess on all 
members of the Movement in addition to the contributions 
that they made towards financing the Movement itself. The 
incidence of the Kashmir cess was not at all heavy and the 
members of the Movement paid the cess cheerfully for 
several years, even after the direct activities of the Committee 
had been wound up. Thereafter the proceeds of the cess were 
utilized for providing relief to the people of Kashmir in 
respect of their pressing needs. 

At the end of the first year of the working of the Com- 
mittee, which had been carried on with great devotion and 
earnestness by its workers under the wise and farseeing guid- 
ance of its President, the Khalifatul Masih insisted that a new 
President should be elected who should take over the respon- 
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sibilities of the office. The members of the Committee, led by 
Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal, refused to consider the suggestion 
of the Khalifatul Masih and unanimously urged him to 
continue his direction and guidance of the Committee and its 
workers, particularly in view of the very gratifying success 
that had already been achieved by the Committee contrary to 
all expectations. Reluctantly the Khalifatul Masih yielded to 
their request and agreed to carry on as President of the 
Committee for another year. 

In the meantime Sir Reginald Glancy, Political Secretary 
of the Viceroy, was appointed to make an inquiry into the 
causes of unrest in Kashmir and to recommend what action, 
if any, was needed for the restoration of peaceful conditions 
in the State. Sir Reginald carried out his task with diligence in 
a sympathetic spirit, and in the report that he submitted to the 
Viceroy he tried in his recommendations to meet the princi- 
pal grievances of the people as far as he was able to persuade 
the Maharaja to agree with him. The people of Kashmir and 
the Kashmir Committee were not altogether happy and 
satisfied with Sir Reginald’s report and the Committee sub- 
mitted a critical review of the recommendations of Sir 
Reginald Glancy to the Viceroy. Eventually the recommen- 
dations that were put into effect by the Maharaja brought 
considerable relief to the people of Kashmir who had suffered 
for so long under the tyranny of an oppressive regime. The 
attitude of the Maharaja might be judged from his obstinate 
resistance to some of the recommendations of Sir Reginald. 
For instance, one of the grievances of the Muslims of Kash- 
mir was that the slaughter of his own cow by a Kashmiri 
Muslim was prohibited in the State as a capital offence, 
punishable with imprisonment for life. This imposed a severe 
hardship upon an average Kashmiri who carried on a 
wretched existence in conditions of grinding poverty. For 
him even an old barren cow which had ceased to yield much 
milk was a valuable asset. Instead of letting it die of old age 
and decrepitude, he would wish to slaughter it in the autumn 
and preserve its meat as the principal source of protein for his 
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family during the severe cold of the winter. In extreme cases a 
person in that situation adopted that course secretly at the risk 
of losing his liberty for life. Sir Reginald tried to persuade the 
Maharaja to agree to the abolition of this offence, or at least to 
the reduction of the penalty to a nominal chastisement. The 
Maharaja would not hear of it. The utmost that Sir Reginald 
was able to wrest from a reluctant Maharaja was the conces- 
sion that the penalty for the offence might be reduced to 
rigorous imprisonment for ten years. 

Another instance in which the efforts of Sir Reginald 
Glancy towards meeting a grievance of the Muslims of the 
State were completely frustrated by the stubbornness of the 
Maharaja, was a law under which a Hindu who became a 
convert to Islam forfeited his share in the family property and 
his right of inheritance to the property of a deceased member 
of the family. When Sir Reginald urged the Maharaja to 
agree to a repeal of this outdated instance of bigotry the 
Maharaja’s firm reply was that he would rather abdicate than 
agree to the suggestion. In the face of this threat Sir Reginald 
felt himself unable to carry the matter further. 

A short time before the All India Kashmir Committee had 
been set up a new political party had been formed in the 
Punjab called the Ahrar (the Free). Its membership was 
confined to Muslims and its leadership was vested in persons 
whose only purpose was to exploit every situation for their 
personal benefit. In their political outlook they supported the 
policies of the All India National Congress and the bulk of 
the Muslims of the Punjab looked upon them as the Muslim 
wing of the Congress. They were not, however, firmly 
committed to any set of principles or policies. They trimmed 
their sails according to the direction of the prevailing wind. 
The only policy to which they consistently adhered was their 
proclaimed virulent opposition to the Ahmadiyya Move- 
ment. This attitude of theirs was not inspired by any concern 
for religious doctrine or teaching but had been prompted by 
the consideration that opposition to and hostility towards the 
Movement would win them easy popularity among the bulk 
of orthodox Muslims. 
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When the All India Kashmir Committee was formed, the 
Khalifatul Masih requested two or three members of the 
Committee to try to persuade two outstanding leaders of the 
Ahrar to join the Committee. They declined on the ground 
that they would like to work on their own for the achieve- 
ment of the purposes for which the Committee had been 
formed. The Khalifatul Masih, suspecting that their refusal to 
join the Committee might have been prompted by their 
Opposition to him and the Movement, told the interme- 
diaries that if the refusal of the Ahrar leaders to join the 
Committee was due to his presidentship of the Committee, 
he would be prepared to resign the presidentship in order to 
conciliate them, but even this self-denying gesture failed to 
overcome their reluctance to join the Committee. The Com- 
mittee, however, was already fully representative of all types 
of political thinking and religious beliefs and doctrines 
among the Muslims. 

During the first year of the working of the Committee the 
Ahrar leadership manifested little interest in the purpose, 
objective, or activities of the Committee, probably out of a 
feeling that the Committee would not be able to achieve any 
notable success and might only draw upon itself the opposi- 
tion and hostility of the non-Muslims of the State and of the 
Punjab. The Ahrar were anxious to enjoy the goodwill of the 
non-Muslims on account of their political accord with the All 
India National Congress. However, when they observed that 
the Committee was advancing steadily towards the achieve- 
ment of its objective and had established a standing both with 
the Viceroy and the Maharaja and the authorities of the State, 
the leadership of the Ahrar felt it was time for them to set up a 
front of their own on the Kashmir question. They tried to 
win the support of Muslim opinion by the utterly false 
representation that the President of the All India Kashmir 
Committee was seeking to promote the interests of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in Kashmir behind the screen of the 
Committee. Their hostility to the Movement and their jea- 
lousy of the Khalifatul Masih were the real factors that 
motivated their actions in connection with the situation in 
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Kashmir, and not any real desire to serve and promote the 
interests of the Muslims of Kashmir. They had recourse to 
devices like picketing, etc., on the borders of the State and 
endeavoured to persuade the Muslims of the State to adopt 
measures that were more spectacular than helpful. They 
succeeded in persuading some members of the Committee 
that there should be a change in the presidency of the Com- 
mittee. 

The Khalifatul Masih had, throughout, been anxious that 
the presidentship of the Committee should not become a 
matter of controversy or conflict. He had taken care that 
nothing should be done that might be relied on to lend colour 
to anything of the kind to which the Ahrar leadership began 
to have recourse later. But when he perceived that despite all 
his care the Ahrar leadership was behaving in a manner that 
could occasion serious prejudice to the interests of the Mus- 
lims of Kashmir, he decided not to continue his presidency of 
the Committee beyond the end of the second year. On his 
resignation Dr Sir Muhammad Iqbal was elected President of 
the Committee. The Khalifatul Masih directed the Ahmadi 
workers of the Committee and the Ahmadi lawyers who 
provided advice and aid free of charge to the Muslims of the 
State to continue the work in full co-operation with the 
Committee. But the withdrawal of the Khalifatul Masih 
from the presidency of the Committee seems to have ex- 
tinguished the spirit of the Committee and gradually all life 
departed from it. 

On one occasion before his resignation from the presi- 
dency of the Kashmir Committee the Khalifatul Masih met 
Chaudhri Afzal Haq, President of Majlis Ahrar at the invi- 
tation of Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, Chief Minister of the 
Punjab, who was seeking to bring about an understanding 
between the Ahrar and the Kashmir Committee. In the 
course of the conversation Chaudhri Afzal Hag told the 
Khalifatul Masih that as the Ahmadiyya Community had 
opposed him in the elections to the Punjab Legislative Coun- 
cil, the Ahrar had determined to crush the Ahmadiyya 
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Movement. The Khalifatul Masih pointed out that the 
Movement claimed to have been founded under Divine 
direction. If this claim was true, as surely it was, neither the 
Ahrar nor any other organization, or combination of organi- 
zations, nor any government would have the power to crush 
it. Whoever set himself up against the Movement would be 
crushed under Divine decree. On the other hand, if the claim 
of the Movement was false, Chaudhri Afzal Hag or the Ahrar 
need not bestir themselves to bring about the disintegration 
of the Movement. It would be destroyed under Divine 
direction. From that point onwards, for a period of about 
three years, the Ahrar put forth their utmost effort and had 
recourse to every type of device to bring about the decline 
and disintegration of the Movement. 

Even after his resignation from the presidency of the 
Kashmir Committee, the Khalifatul Masih continued to take 
keen interest in the promotion of the welfare of the Muslims 
of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. Many of the workers 
drawn from the Movement who had rendered devoted ser- 
vice to the people of Kashmir under the auspices of the 
Kashmir Committee continued their useful activities under 
the direction of the Khalifatul Masih. A large number of 
Ahmadi lawyers continued to render legal assistance to the 
persecuted people of the State. This phase of voluntary 
selfless service continued till the Muslims of the State were 
enabled, by virtue of the constitutional and administrative 
reforms that had been put into effect under the impact of the 
Kashmir Committee and its first President, to stand on their 
own feet and push forward their struggle for further amelio- 
ration of their condition without outside help. During the 
initial phase of the Kashmir Committee’s advocacy of the 
cause of the Muslims of Kashmir, the Khalifatul Masih had 
helped them to choose their local leaders wisely and then to 
give them their full support. It was at that time that Shaikh 
Muhammad Abdullah assumed the position of leadership in 
the affairs of Kashmir under the advice and encouragement 
of the Khalifatul Masih. 
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In the early thirties of this century Sir Herbert Emerson 
was Governor of the Punjab. He was an able officer but had 
an exaggerated notion of his political acumen and foresight. 
He had looked askance at the activities of the Kashmir 
Committee, and felt that as a religious leader the Khalifatul 
Masih should not have identified himself with the Com- 
mittee. He was no doubt aware of the organization of the 
Ahmadiyya Community and misinterpreted it as a parallel 
government. He suspected that the Movement was a sort of 
state within a state and might one day become a danger for 
the government. He was, of course, not unaware of the 
hostility of the Ahrar towards the Ahmadiyya Movement 
and its Head. This was his frame of mind when the Ahrar 
made an application for permission to hold a propaganda 
conference at a place in the close vicinity of Qadian, in 
October 1934. It was a clumsily conceived plan as there could 
be no possible religious purpose that could be served by 
holding a conference so close to Qadian. At whom was the 
propaganda proceeding from the conference to be directed? 
The conference was proposed to be convened in an area the 
population around which, with the exception of Qadian, was 
mainly non-Muslim. If the purpose of the conference was to 
alienate the Ahmadis from their allegiance to the Khalifah, or 
to repudiate their belief in the claims of the Founder of the 
Movement, they knew and the government must have been 
aware that not a single Ahmadi would attend the conference 
or go anywhere near it, if for no other reason than to avoid all 
risk of friction or conflict. Yet the government granted 
permission to the Ahrar to hold the conference. 

The Secretary of the Khalifatul Masih whose duty it was to 
make arrangements for the security of Qadian against any 
possible ill designs of the organizers of the conference, sent 
letters to branches of the Movement within a reasonable 
distance of Qadian requiring despatch to Qadian of a speci- 
fied number of volunteers who would act as watch and ward © 
units around Qadian for the purpose of ensuring the security 
of Qadian against any attempt to disrupt it. When the Super- 
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intendent of Police of the district learnt of the despatch of 
these letters, he proceeded to Qadian and assured the Secre- 
tary concerned that government would take adequate mea- 
sures for safeguarding the security of Qadian during the 
period of the conference, and suggested that the letters that 
had been issued by the Secretary might be recalled or can- 
celled. The Secretary expressed his satisfaction over the assur- 
ance of the Superintendent of Police and agreed that the 
letters would be recalled. Thereafter prompt action was 
taken to recall the letters. It appears that the Governor, who 
had been apprised of the earlier developments and had been 
notified by the District Magistrate of the issue of the letters, 
was not immediately informed of the action taken to have 
the letters recalled. Acting upon his earlier information he 
directed the issue of a notice under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act to the Khalifatul Masih calling upon him to 
stop the inflow of members of the Movement into Qadian 
during the period of the conference, to provide no accom- 
modation or food for any members of the Movement who 
might arrive at Qadian during that period, and to take certain 
other specified measures which were designed to obviate the 
risk of any conflict between the Ahrar and the members of 
the Movement. 

Apart from the fact that the need for the issue of such a 
notice to anyone had disappeared in consequence of the 
understanding reached between the Superintendent of Police 
and the Secretary concerned, the issue of the notice was open 
to serious objection on several grounds. The notice was 
directed to and was served upon the Khalifatul Masih, who 
had not been concerned with the issue of the letters to which 
objection was taken by the district authorities. The notice 
aimed at forbidding a legitimate activity, namely, members 
of the Movement visiting Qadian, their religious centre, 
freely without let or hindrance, at all times as they had been 
accustomed to, while no restriction was placed on the move- 
ments of those who intended to foregather in the conference. 
The issue of the notice created a grave situation as it affected 
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the dignity and honour of the revered Head of the Move- 
ment. 

The conference was held in this strained atmosphere, 
which was rendered highly explosive by the foul and fiery 
speeches made at the conference in which the Founder, the 
Head and members of the Movement were slandered and 
reviled and provoked beyond endurance. The situation was 
saved by the restraint observed by the members of the 
Movement and their ready and cheerful welcome that was 
extended to all those who desired to visit Qadian and see 
places of interest and offices and institutions of the Move- 
ment and observe their working. Such visitors were shown 
every courtesy and were taken round to see and observe 
whatever they wished. Some of them later joined the Move- 
ment. One of them is now the Chief Mufti (Jurist) of the 
Movement. 

But the sequel of the issue of the notice under the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act brought about a situation of crisis and 
tension between the government and the Movement. The 
Khalifatul Masih explained the whole background of the 
situation in detail for the information of the members of the 
Movement all over the world in his Friday sermons and 
condemned the government action in strong but not provo- 
cative terms. Every Friday two police officers in plain clothes 
arrived in Qadian on motorcycles to note down the Khalifa’s 
address and motored back to the headquarters of the district 
so that their report of the address might be translated speedily | 
into English and despatched quickly to Government House 
in Lahore. Thus the Governor studied the report of the 
address first thing every Saturday morning. This situation 
dragged on for some weeks and the Governor then made an 
approach to the Khalifatul Masih through a prominent 
member of the Movement. He expressed his regret over the 
mistake that had been made in permitting the conference to 
be held in the vicinity of Qadian, and he confessed that the 
Ahrar had abused the opportunity that the conference 
afforded them by their vile abuse of the Founder and the 
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Head of the Movement. He expressed his appreciation of and 
sympathy with the point of view of the Khalifatul Masih, but 
he expressed the hope that the Khalifatul Masih having made 
his point of view and his position quite clear should now treat 
the matter as having been closed. When this was conveyed to 
the Khalifatul Masih he explained that he had aired the 
matter publicly not out of any desire for personal gratifica- 
tion or with the purpose of humiliating the government, but 
solely to uphold the dignity and honour of the Movement 
which had been grossly affronted. If he were suddenly to 
become silent over the matter his forbearance might be 
misconstrued as submission to the point of view of the 
government under threat of coercion. The Governor appre- 
ciated the apprehension of the Khalifatul Masih and the 
matter was eventually settled by means of a letter from the 
Home Secretary of the Provincial Government addressed to 
the Khalifatul Masih in which the government expressed its 
appreciation of the point of view of the Khalifatul Masih and 
its regret at the mistaken action of the government. On his 
side the Khalifatul Masih in his next Friday sermon 
announced that as the government had expressed its appre- 
ciation of his point of view and acknowledged that a mistake 
had been made in issuing the notice under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, the matter was now amicably settled and 
was finally closed. In a subsequent meeting between the 
Khalifatul Masih and the Governor which came about by 
chance, they were able to remove any lingering misunder- 
standings in their minds. But incidents continued to happen 
which demonstrated that a section of the official hierarchy 
still entertained feelings of strong prejudice against the 
Movement. 

When Sir Herbert Emerson’s term as Governor was 
approaching its end he was granted an extension for two 
years and a half. Before starting his extended term he took 
four months’ leave and went home. Towards the end of his 
leave, when he was preparing to return to Lahore, he suffered 
a severe attack of internal haemorrhage while playing golf. 
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His medical advisers had some difficulty in determining the 
cause of the haemorrhage but advised him that he must not 
even think of returning to the tropics, and that he would have 
to undergo a lengthy course of treatment and observe a long 
period of convalescence. He was thus compelled to resign the 
Governorship and stayed on in England. Within a few weeks 
he was restored to the enjoyment of his normal robust health, 
but it was too late now for his resumption of the Governor- 
ship. Later he was able to serve for a term as Commissioner 
for Refugees under the League of Nations. 


But out of evil came a great deal of good. In his three 
Friday addresses on 23 and 30 November and 7 December 
1934, the Khalifatul Masih set forth a scheme before the 
Community with regard to which he had already alerted it, 
which made nineteen demands from the members of the 
Movement. Initially the operation of the scheme was limited 
to three years, but before the expiry of the period it was made 
permanent. He named the scheme Tahrik Jadeed (New 
Scheme). To finance the scheme he appealed to the Com- 
munity to provide Rs 27,500 for the expenses of the first year. 
The Community made a splendid response to his appeal and 
in addition to all other contributions provided Rs 107,000 for 
Tahrik Jadeed which was nearly four times the amount for 
which he had appealed. 

His nineteen demands, which were subsequently raised to 
twenty-four, were aimed mainly at rousing the spirit of 
sacrifice in the Community, stimulating their moral and 
spiritual qualities and broadening the base of the Movement 
by carrying its message far and wide. For instance, he urged 
the adoption of a simple, and in some respects even an 
austere, mode of life in the matter of food, dress, housing, 
furnishings, etc. He forbade attendance at cinemas, theatres, 
circuses and places of amusement generally. He urged the 
cultivation of the habit of manual labour. He made an appeal 
for a certain number of dedicated workers. He urged the 
unemployed to occupy themselves in some kind of work or 
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to work honorarily, or in return for a meagre stipend, for the 
Movement. He invited pensioners and people who had 
retired from service to volunteer for work for the Move- 
ment. He urged everyone to occupy themselves most of the 
time with earnest supplications to God seeking His help and 
guidance and the bounty of steadfastness in His cause. He 
explained the purpose of each of these demands. 
He predicted: 


Even if you should all abandon me God will provide me with 
resources from a hidden source. But it cannot be that what God 
Almighty told the Promised Messiah, the scheme for which he has 
disclosed to me, should not happen. It is bound to happen even if I 
am abandoned by everyone. In such a contingency God will 
descend from heaven and will complete the construction of this 
mansion. 


On another occasion he said: 


We shall not coerce anyone, nor shall we embark on a campaign of 
civil disobedience, we shall respect the law, and despite all this we 
shall discharge all those responsibilities with which we have been 
charged by Ahmadiyyat. We shall carry out all the obligations 
which God and the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, have imposed 
on us, and yet the purpose of our scheme will be achieved. The 
Captain of the Ark of Ahmadiyyat will steer this holy Ark 
between fearful rocks and will bring it safe to port. This is my faith 
and I am firmly established in it. The reason of those to whom the 
leadership of divine movements is committed is placed under 
Divine guidance; they are bestowed light by God Almighty, and 
his angels guard them. They are supported by the gracious attri- 
butes of God. When they pass on from the world and present 
themselves before their Maker, the projects they embark upon 
continue to make progress and God Almighty makes them suc- 
cessful and prosperous. 


The Community made an eager response to every one of 
the demands made by the Khalifatul Masih and from the very 
start the Tahrik Jadeed began to produce very encouraging 
results. In the beginning the Khalifatul Masih had made 
participation in Tahrik Jadeed voluntary, but before the 
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expiry of its initial period of three years he made it compul- 
sory upon the whole Community and made it permanent. 
Large numbers of volunteers were trained to work in various 
capacities in the different branches of the Tahrik. Literature 
needed for the exposition of the purposes, teachings and 
beliefs of the Movement was prepared and printed. In short 
everything in the Movement was charged with new life anda 
new spirit under the impact of the Tahrik. 

The most striking activity of the Tahrik was the network 
of foreign missions that was progressively spread into many 
countries of the world, so that there is scarcely a region in 
which missions have not been established by now, or at least 
into which the literature of the Movement has not pene- 
trated. Some idea of the progress made so far in the achieve- 
ment of the purposes of the Tahrik may be formed from the 
fact that the budget of the Tahrik has risen from the original 
Rs 27,500 to a million and a half rupees today. This does not 
take into account extraordinary expenditure that is incurred 
in respect of special projects in different parts of the world. As 
time has passed the Tahrik has added to its original objectives 
diverse types of beneficent projects; schools, dispensaries and 
hospitals have been opened in widely separated regions of the 
earth. Mosques have been built in all the continents. For all 
these projects finance has had to be provided through special 
funds running into thousands, and on occasions into 
hundreds of thousands, of pounds sterling. There are flour- 
ishing branches of the Movement in more than forty coun- 
tries, while individual members and small groups are scat- 
tered all round the globe. 

All this activity is instrumental in the effort of achieving 
the ultimate purpose of the Movement, namely, the cultiva- 
tion of the highest moral and spiritual qualities, seeking all 
the time to establish communion with God for the purpose of 
winning His pleasure and rendering beneficent service to His 
creatures without any discrimination. 

In 1935 a controversy arose in which the Movement was 
not directly involved but in which its sympathies were with 
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the bulk of the Muslims to whom it lent its moral support. 
The Ahrar ranged themselves on the opposite side. Feelings 
rose high and the Ahrar became the subjects of opprobrium 
and execration on the part of the mass of the Muslims. They 
rapidly lost favour and were no longer trusted or respected. 
Their original leadership has passed on and they drag along as 
a despised remnant. 


CHAPTER TER eErEN 


The part played by Khalifatul Masih IT in affairs that were not 
primarily of a religious character should not leave anyone 
under the impression that his main interest at any time 
centered on those matters. It was characteristic of him that 
whatever he undertook he carried through with full atten- 
tion in a serious spirit, mobilizing all the resources that were 
needed for the purpose. Besides, the matters in which he took 
a lead, though not at the centre of religion, were not outside 
its scope. As has already been mentioned his definition of 
religion comprehended everything that bore immediately or 
ultimately on the welfare of any section of mankind. This 
was not a definition invented by him, but was the definition 
of Islam derived from the Holy Quran and the example of 
the Holy Prophet, peace be on him. In giving practical effect 
to his definition, however, he did not in the least overlook the 
gradations and priorities that have been established by Islam 
for the co-ordination of all values affecting human welfare. 
For him the moral and the spiritual had always top priority. 
He never neglected the practical upholding of this priority in 
the least particular. In choosing the immediate objective, in 
settling a policy, in adopting a procedure, he took the utmost 
care that the true and ultimate objective, namely winning the 
pleasure of God, should not be subordinated to, or laid aside 
even temporarily for the sake of anything else, however 
tempting it might appear at the moment. At no time did he 
neglect in the least degree the guidance needed by the Com- 
munity and the constant supervision of the conduct and 
behaviour of every member of it, in order to secure that the 
Community should continue to march steadily forward on 
the path that led to God and should not be deflected a hair’s 
breadth in one direction or the other. For instance, whenever 
he noticed a tendency on the part of anyone to exalt the 
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Founder of the Movement in a manner that might be mis- 
construed as placing him in juxtaposition to the Holy Pro- 
phet, peace be on him, he snuffed it out instantly and made it 
quite clear, as the Promised Messiah had himself done repeat- 
edly, that everything that was bestowed upon him was due to 
his devoted obedience to the Holy Prophet, and as a spiritual 
reflection of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him. On the 
other hand, he constantly reminded the community that in 
the words of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, the Pro- 
mised Messiah was a just arbiter and that all his pronounce- 
ments were binding upon the community and not one of 
them could be contravened with impunity. 

He laboured constantly to build up the organization of the 

Community so as to fashion it as an effective instrument for 
the achievement of the purposes of the Movement. For 
instance, in 1922 he established the Advisory Consultative 
Council of the Movement which is normally convened once 
a year to submit its advice to the Khalifa on such matters as 
might be committed to it for advice. It is composed of elected 
representatives of every branch of the Movement in the 
country. Practical considerations have imposed the limi- 
tation of representation in the Council to branches of the 
Movement in the country, but it is visualized that on the 
needed facilities becoming available representation would be 
extended to branches of the Movement outside the country 
also. 
The Khalifatul Masih himself presides over the delibe- 
rations of the Council, except on the rare occasion when any 
matter involving the personal interest of the Khalifa is the 
subject of consideration. 

The Council also discusses the Annual Budget of the 
Movement and submits its recommendations on it. After the 
session of the Council is opened with an address by the 
Khalifatul Masih, committees are set up for the detailed 
consideration of the items on the agenda of the Council, and 
submit their reports to the Council for discussion and the 
formulation of its recommendations. In the course of these 
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discussions points constantly arise bearing upon the true 
appreciation of moral and spiritual values. At the conclusion 
of the discussion of each item the Khalifatul Masih sums up 
the points that arise in the course of the discussion and 
pronounces upon them, furnishing the needed guidance on 
every point. On the advice tendered by the Council and the 
recommendations submitted by it the Khalifatul Masih nor- 
mally announces his decision at the end of his observations, 
but sometimes reserves the matter for further reflection. He 
generally accepts the advice tendered or the recommenda- 
tions made by a majority of the Council, but if he is of the 
view that the advice or recommendation ignores or runs 
counter to some principle the upholding of which 1s an 
obligation that can not be contravened, he sets forth an 
exposition of the principle involved and rejects the advice or 
recommendation or announces his acceptance in a modified 
form which is not open to objection on principle. 

Every session of the Council proves a most exhilarating 
experience for the participants on account of the opportuni- 
ties of moral and spiritual training that it affords for every 
participant. The discussions in the Council are carried on ata 
very high level and compare very favourably with the pro- 
ceedings and discussions of other bodies of a comparable 
character outside the Movement. 

Every section of the Community is organized in an Associ- 
ation for the purpose of proper training in the exercise of 
moral and spiritual values and marching forward towards the 
achievement of the purposes of the Movement. 

The Majlis Ansarullah (Association of the Helpers of God), 
is composed of all male members of the Movement over the 
age of 40 years. The Majlis Khuddamul Ahmadiyya (Associ- 
ation of the Servants of Ahmadiyyat), is composed of all male 
members of the Movement between the ages of 15 and 40 
years. Atfalul Ahmadiyya (Children of Ahmadiyyat) is com- 
posed of male children between the ages of 7 and 15 years. 
Lajnah Ima Allah (Association of the Handmaidens of God) 
includes all female members of the Movement above the age 
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of 15 years. Nasiratul Ahmadiyya (Female Helpers of God) 
comprises all female children between the ages of 7 and 15 
years. Each of these associations has its own office bearers and 
is constantly active in promoting the moral and spiritual 
values inculcated by Islam. One feature of the training of all 
sections of the Community, which is thus bound together in 
affectionate ties of brotherhood and sisterhood, is that all 
members under the auspices of their particular association 
carry out without discrimination programmes of manual 
labour, designed to uphold the dignity of labour. The female 
sections also carry out programmes designed to stimulate 
their artistic faculties and to train them in the various 
branches of domestic science and household duties. 

From the very beginning of his Khilafat, Khalifatul Masih 
II was very keen on promoting literacy and education in all 
sections of the Community. He paid special attention to the 
education of women. As the result of his directions and the 
methods that he adopted for the achievement of his purpose 
in this regard, the average standard of education among the 
men and women of the Movement is today considerably 
higher than that prevailing among the sister communities in 
each region. This is true not only in respect of the branches of 
the Community in Pakistan, Bangladesh and India but also in 
the case of the branches of the community in other backward 
regions, more particularly in Africa. 

The Madrissah Ahmadiyyah which had been established 
for religious instruction was raised to the status of Jamiah 
(Higher Seminary) designed to train scholars to serve as 
missionaries of Islam in different parts of the world. 

An Islamic solar calendar was introduced supplementing 
the current lunar calendar, for facilitating the comparative 
‘study of the history and progress of Islam. 

The Khalifatul Masih kept reminding the Community of 
the obligations that lay upon it with regard to the propaga- 
tion of Islam. For instance, he said: 


Today the way of promoting the progress of Islam through 
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swords, or rifles, or cannon, or naval vessels, or aircraft has been 
wholly blocked. Every citadel that the companions of the Holy 
Prophet had constructed by shedding their blood is being demo- 
lished and there appears no possibility of safeguarding those cita- 
dels with swords, rifles, cannon and aircraft. But there is on the 
surface of the earth a Community whose hearts are filled with the 
faith and the certainty that these crumbling citadels will be restored 
not through cannon, swords, rifles or aircraft, but through propa- 
ganda, education, admonition and exposition. That Community is 
the Ahmadiyya Community. The renaissance of Islam will be 
undertaken by that Community. The standard of the Holy Pro- 
phet, peace be on him, will be planted again not on any height, nor 
on the top of any mountain, nor on a bastion of any citadel, but in 
the hearts of the peoples of the world. There can be no doubt that a 
standard planted in the hearts rises higher, is stronger and is more 
enduring than the one that is planted on the top of a mountain or 
on a bastion of a citadel. 


On another occasion he stated: 


I have said it several times and now repeat it emphatically that the 
West has been supreme in the world for a long period, but it is now 
the divine design to crush the Western social and cultural systems. 
Those who are fearful and are afraid to oppose Western values and 
consider that the veil can no longer be maintained and that it is 
necessary that men and women shall mix freely in social inter- 
course and that we cannot make any progress unless we follow the 
West in these matters, should remember that in adopting this 
attitude they are obstructing the progress of Islam and Ahma- 
diyyat. These things are bound to be wiped out and will disappear 
altogether. Many of you will be alive to witness the collapse of the 
structure of Western values and you will observe the new palaces 
of Islam being reared upon the ruins of Western values. These are 
not the words of a man; it is the decree of the God of heaven and 
earth and no one can change it. It is not a question of our strength. 
We have never said that this change will be brought about through 
our strength, nor shall we ever say it. What we do say is that God 
has promised this change and we have always witnessed the un- 
changeability of divine promises. After this observation there is 
nothing that can shake our faith or weaken our beliefs. Most 
certainly the world will approach us humbly on its knees and will 
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have to accept this change. Then, have no fear that if we raise our 
voice in support of the veil and against mixed schools our girls will 
rebel against it or their parents will rise against it. Not only the girls 
and their parents but those who are giving currency to such ideas 
will apologize to us on their knees. It will never happen that our 
women may discard the veil and we may be put to shame and 
become remorseful in this context. The advocates of these new- 
fangled ideas will come before us with heads bent in shame and 
remorse and would confess that they had been following the 
wrong path and that the right path is the one laid down by Islam. 
This is a divine decree and no power, no government, no kingdom 
can obstruct its enforcement. ... So prepare yourselves for these 
changes and keep supplicating God Almighty and cultivate cer- 
tainty and confidence. The day you are filled with certainty, all 
your doubts and suspicions and apprehensions will disappear and 
you will find yourselves standing firmly on a strong and high 
minaret of progress. 


In March 1939 Khalifatul Masih II completed 25 years of 
his Khalifat. During this period the Movement had gone 
forward in leaps and bounds and the message of Ahmadiyyat 
had been carried to the ends of the earth. It was felt by some 
members of the Movement that this was a fit occasion for a 
celebration by way of gratitude to God Almighty for all 
these numberless bounties and His guardianship and protec- 
tion of the Community throughout, in the face of trials and 
dangers. When this idea was submitted to the Khalifatul 
Masih, he signified his assent to such a celebration not because 
of the completion of 25 years of his Khalifat but because of 
the completion of the first 50 years of the Movement, adding 
that the completion of the first century of the Movement 
should be celebrated with great éclat. 

The celebration of the jubilee took place during the 
Annual Conference of 1939. The whole proceeding, the 
addresses, the march to the site of the Conference, the illu- 
mination of the white Minar, etc., were carried through with 
great dignity and in a spirit of prayerful gratitude to the 
Divine for all His bounties. The Standard of Ahmadiyyat was 
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adopted and raised for the first time. On the occasion of the 
raising of the standard all those present in the Conference 
made the following covenant: 


I promise that I shall continue to strive, to the last moment of my 
life, to the utmost of my strength and understanding for the 
strengthening of Islam and Ahmadiyyat and for their widest 
propagation. With the help of God Almighty, I shall make every 
sacrifice for the achievement of this purpose so that Ahmadiyyat, 
that is to say, the true Islam, should prevail over all other faiths and 
dispensations and its Standard should never be lowered and should 
fly above all other standards. 


In reply to the addresses presented to the Khalifatul Masih, 
he made a speech in the course of which he stated: 


Ever since the celebration was projected I have been troubled by 
the feeling that it might become a precedent for birthdays and 
other similar celebrations. I was afraid lest in consequence of this 
celebration the Community might get involved in such cere- 
monies as it is the purpose of Ahmadiyyat to wipe out. Our success 
and victory consist in reviving the faith and restoring it to the 
condition in which the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, had 
established it. We should establish it in such manner that Satan may 
not be able to mount an assault upon it, and no door or window or 
ventilator may be left open for him. I have been reflecting lest by 
such celebrations we might open a ventilator for the entry of Satan. 
I have, therefore, felt a constraint, why did I give permission for 
this celebration? The first feeling of reassurance was generated in 
my mind by the appreciation of one aspect mentioned by Maulvi 
Jalalud Din Shams in one of his articles that this is an occasion of 
celebration also because the Movement has completed 50 years of 
its life. Thus, I realized that this celebration can be attributed to the 
Movement rather than to an individual and that I can myself join in 
this joyous event. The second reassurance was generated in my 
mind when the poem of the Promised Messiah, peace be on him, 
named Ameen was being recited and I felt that this celebration is an 
occasion of proclaiming the fulfilment of a prophecy of the Pro- 
mised Messiah. I, therefore, felt that my participation in it is not 
improper. . . . Thus, the constraint that I had felt was removed and 
I looked up from this meeting to God Almighty and was filled 
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with wonder how true our God is. . . . On listening to the suppli- 
cation that the Promised Messiah had made in his poem, I realized 
that God Almighty had heard his prayers. When these supplica- 
tions were made, I was not able to decipher even elementary 
Readers of English, but such is the grace of God Almighty that 
today I can read and understand the most difficult English book on 
any subject whatever. Though I cannot write English, yet I can 
appraise intelligently the compositions of graduates and Masters. I 
was taken through the Holy Quran and Bokhari by Hazrat Khali- 
fatul Masih I, who helped me to reflect myself on their meaning in 
consequence of which I have been bestowed an unlimited treasure. 
God Almighty has so instructed me in these matters that I can 
affirm without pride that my mind is never overcome by reading 
any book or any commentary, as I realize that whatever I have 
been bestowed by the grace of God Almighty was not granted to 
the authors of those books and commentaries. . . . It is the grace 
and bounty of God Almighty that hearing the supplications of the 
Promised Messiah, peace be on him, He has taught me a principle 
through which I am bestowed divine help on all occasions. I have 
always said that I am an instrument in the hands of God and that I 
have never felt that He has withheld from me that of which I was in 
need. The Promised Messiah supplicated that God may remove all 
darkness from me. My opponents attacked me time after time and 
proclaimed that they would wipe out the Khilafat. This was the 
darkness that God Almighty removed and the constraint that I had 
felt with regard to this celebration was removed by listening to this 
poem and I felt that the fulfilment of the prophecy of the Promised 
messiah was being proclaimed. My opponents had said that they 
would persuade the Community to turn away from me, but God 
Almighty said that He would bring more and more people into the 
Community. When He desires to manifest His light no darkness 
can withstand it. Thus, my heart was comforted about this celeb- 
ration. Otherwise, I was somewhat ashamed that this celebration 
should be attributed to me. But all that we undertake is for the sake 
of God Almighty and as His words are being fulfilled through this 
celebration, I see no harm in it. All this is the doing of God 
Almighty. If He had not done it neither you nor I had the power to 
do it. Nothing has been achieved through my knowledge or 
through your sacrifices. Whatever has been achieved has been 
brought about by the grace of God. We are happy that God 
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Almighty has manifested another sign. The world desired to wipe 
us out, but God Almighty preserved us. Perceiving this the con- 
straint that I had felt was totally removed. . . . 1am grateful to all 
those who have expressed their joy on this occasion and pray that 
God may be pleased to reward them in the best manner. I also pray 
that the remaining days of my life may continue to be devoted 
through divine grace to the service and support of Islam and 
towards strengthening it and establishing its supremacy; so that 
when I am called to His presence I should not be put to shame and 
should be able to say: ‘I have carried out the service that Thou had 
committed to me, through the strength bestowed by Thee.’ I 
further pray that God Almighty may bestow His grace upon us 
and may enable us to act righteously and may remove any weak- 
ness that may lurk in any heart and may strengthen our sincerity 
and may cause our lives to be devoted to Him and may make our 
lives and our deaths pleasant, so that when the dwellers of Paradise 
hear about us they should feel happy that more pure spirits are 
about to join them. 


At the conclusion of his speech a cheque of the amount of 
Rs 270,000 was presented to the Khalifatul Masih with the 
request that he might spend it as he pleased. 

In the Annual Conference of that year the Khalifatul 
Masih spoke on 28 and 29 December on the Islamic System of 
Khilafat in a very comprehensive way and in the course of his 
speech said: 


There is a distinction between my Khilafat and the Khilafat of 
those Khalifas who have passed away. Their Khilafat is today a 
subject of intellectual exposition; my Khilafat is related miracu- 
lously to the signs manifested in support of it. The question 
whether any verse is related to my Khilafat or not is irrelevant. The 
ever-fresh signs of God Almighty and His living miracles are 
sufficient proof that God has made me Khalifa and there is no one 
who can stand in opposition to me. If there is anyone among you 
who is eager to oppose me let him do so, God will humiliate and 
disgrace him. Not only this, even if all the powers of the earth were 
to join together to destroy my Khilafat, God will squeeze them out 
like a mosquito. Whoever rises in opposition to me will be pulled 
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down, whoever speaks against me will be silenced, and whoever 
attempts to humiliate me will be humiliated and disgraced. 

Therefore, O Community of believers, and O workers of 
righteousness, I say to you that the Khilafat is a great bounty of 
God Almighty. Value it as such. So long as the Majority of you 
continue established in faith and righteous conduct, God will 
continue to bestow this bounty upon you. But shoulda majority of 
you be deprived of faith and righteous conduct, then it will be for 
the Divine will to determine whether to continue this bounty or to 
withdraw it. Thus, there is no question of the Khalifa going 
wrong. You will be deprived of the Khilafat when you yourselves 
become corrupt. Do not, therefore, be ungrateful for this divine 
bounty and do not slight the revelations of God Almighty, but as 
the Promised Messiah, peace be on him, has said: ‘Continue your 
supplications so that the second manifestation of divine power may 
continue to be displayed for you all the time. Do not be like those 
frustrated, despairing and ignorant ones who have rejected the 
Khilafat. Continue to be occupied with the supplication that God 
Almighty may continue to raise among you the bearers of the 
second divine manifestation of power, so that His religion may be 
established on strong foundations and Satan should despair forever 
of creating any disruption in it.’ 

You should know that the condition of supplication that the 
Promised Messiah has imposed for the display of the second 
manifestation of divine power is not limited to any particular 
period, but is perpetual. During the lifetime of the Promised 
Messiah it meant that in his time the object of the supplication 
should be that you may be blessed with the first Khilafat. In the first 
Khilafat its purpose was that you may be blessed with the second 
Khilafat. During the period of the second Khilafat this supplication 
means that you may be bestowed the third Khilafat. During the 
third Khilafat the purpose of this supplication would be that you 
may be bestowed the fourth Khilafat, lest the door of this bounty 
might be closed upon you in consequence of your own miscon- 
duct. Then continue occupied with supplications to God Almighty 
and keep well in mind that so long as the Khilafat continues among 
you no power on earth will be able to overcome you, and you will 
be helped and will be victorious in every field; for this is the divine 
promise which He has expressed in these words: ‘Allah has pro- 
mised those among you who believe and act righteously that He 
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will surely make them Successors in the earth; but also remember 
this warning: Those who disbelieve thereafter, they will be the 
rebellious ones’ (24:56). May God be with you and may you 
continue to be His chosen Community through eternity. 


The Khalifatul Masih received very clear intimation 
through a dream of the breakout of the Second World Wara 
couple of years ahead of the commencement of hostilities. In 
August of 1939 he saw another dream in which he felt that 
the war had broken out and that France and Britain were 
being hard pressed by Germany and that the British Prime 
Minister had invited France to unite with Britain, thus form- 
ing one country, under one government, so that the war 
could be prosecuted on the side of the allies with greater 
vigour and strength. This dream was fulfilled in an astonish- 
ing manner in June 1940 when Mr Winston Churchill made 
exactly that offer to the French. 

In June 1940 the Khalifatul Masih saw in a dream that he 
was put in charge of the defence of Britain and that on taking 
stock of everything he said: “There is great weakness in the 
air, if this could be remedied there is a good prospect of 
Britain pulling through.’ On this, as if by way of reassurance, 
he saw a piece of paper which contained a news item that two 
thousand three hundred military aircraft were being des- 
patched from America to Britain. A few days later the news 
came through that on the fall of France the orders that had 
been placed in the United States, by the French Military 
Purchasing Mission, had been switched over to the British 
Military Purchasing Mission and that it was expected that 
two thousand five hundred military aircraft would be des- 
patched to Britain. This was followed within two or three 
days by the definite announcement that two thousand three 
hundred military aircraft had been despatched to Britain. 

During the progress of the war, the Khalifatul Masih saw 
several dreams which indicated the course that hostilities 
were likely to take and which were all fulfilled according to 
their purport. Every one of them constituted a divine sign 
that he enjoyed continuous communion with God. 
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In the spring of 1943 he stated: 


I conceive that the war will not now last much longer. In the first 
half of 1945 it will either come to an end or will have reached a 
stage when it will become clear to everyone how it is going to end. 
The foundation for that end will be laid in this year, 1943. But that 
will not be the end of all this travail. God Almighty will prolong 
these tribulations till the people who have to take over the govern- 
ments of the world have been properly trained. 

In the seventeenth chapter of the Holy Quran it is stated that 
Moses, peace be on him, and his companion observed a wall that 
was about to fall down and they repaired it and put it in good order 
gratuitously. Their action was prompted by the fact that under the 
wall there was a treasure belonging to two orphans, and God 
Almighty desired that the treasure should be safeguarded till they 
attained their maturity. The present situation is that in this case the 
treasure that has to be safeguarded can be preserved secure not by 
repairing a wall but by pulling it down. God Almighty is pulling 
down these worldly systems gradually and not at one stroke, 
because those to whom the rebuilding of this structure is to be 
committed are being trained in the divine academy of engineering 
and have not yet completed their training. If all the old structures 
were to be demolished suddenly there would be an hiatus. That is 
why God Almighty is demolishing these structures gradually. One 
wall is pulled down today and another is pulled down tomorrow. 
One roof is blown up today and another is blown up tomorrow. 
One room disappears today and another disappears tomorrow. In 
this way gradually and step by step God Almighty is pulling down, 
ruining and destroying all the structures, all the mansions and all 
the materials of the world. He does not design the complete ruin of 
these structures till those who are being trained in the divine 
academy have completed their training and are ready to take over. 
This is the way that God Almighty has opened for the progress of 
our Community. This change is bound to come about one day, but 
it is approaching gradually so that those who have to take over 
should be enabled to complete their training. 


The Khalifatul Masih always worked very hard and never 
spared himself. At the best of times he was in indifferent 
health and sometimes his health broke down for weeks and 
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months. Even during such periods he did not lay aside his 
work altogether. His magnum opus was a detailed commen- 
tary on the Holy Quran which he called Tafseer Kabeer (The 
Great Commentary). It is a most valuable exposition of the 
numberless verities comprised in the Holy Quran and is a 
great milestone in the history of the exegesis of the Holy 
Quran. It has drawn superlative encomiums from scholars of 
the Holy Quran. For months at a time his working hours, 
while he was engaged upon this compilation, stretched to 
seventeen or eighteen every day. The work extended over a 
number of years and the result was several volumes of monu- 
mental proportions setting forth the wisdom and the philoso- 
phy underlying every verse of the Holy Quran, which will 
not be matched for a long time to come. The truth is that the 
Holy Quran is an inexhaustible treasury of wisdom and 
truth. In every age it yields, under divine instruction, as much 
as is needed for the guidance of mankind in that age. While 
the verities that are comprehended in the Holy Quran are 
basic and fundamental and not subject to change, they are 
many-faceted, and these facets are illuminated and shine forth 
in galaxies from age to age. At no time, therefore, can it be 
said that the last word in the exposition of the wisdom and 
the philosophy of the Holy Quran has been pronounced. 


Clee TER FOURTEEN 


The attitude of Khalifatul Masih II concerning the series of 
prophecies of the Promised Messiah that were published in 
the announcement of 20 February 1886, was that he refrained 
from making any positive claim that those prophecies had 
been fulfilled in his person, although he felt that probably 


that was the case. In June 1937 he wrote in a letter: 


I consider that the Promised Reformer must be one of the sons of 
the Promised Messiah and not someone who will appear in a later 
age. So far as I have reflected on these prophecies 90 per cent of 
them are in accord with the achievements of the period of my 
Khilafat. As I do not consider that it is necessary for the person who 
is the subject of these prophecies to claim that the prophecies have 
been fulfilled in his person or refer to him, I do not deem it 
necessary to make such a claim. I do consider, however, that God 
Almighty has fulfilled the purpose of these prophecies to a large 
degree through me. Yet I would not be surprised if God Almighty 
should enable one of my brothers to achieve similar or even greater 
purposes than I have done. 


Three years later he stated in the course of a Friday sermon: 


People have tried that I should claim that I am the Promised 
Reformer, but I have never considered this necessary. It is said that 
my followers affirm that I am the Promised Reformer and yet I 
have not made any such claim. I do not see the necessity of making 
any claim. If] am in truth and in fact the Promised Reformer, my 
position is not affected by my failure to make such a claim. I believe 
that it is not necessary to make a claim in respect of a prophecy that 
relates to a person who has not been commissioned by God. How 
many of the Reformers whose names are entered in a list published 
after the approval of the Promised Messiah, made such a claim? | 
have heard the Promised Messiah say that he thought Emperor 
Aurangzeb was the Reformer of his age. Did he put forward any 
claim? Umar bin Abdul Aziz is revered as a Reformer. Did he 
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make any claim? Thus it is not necessary for a non-commissioned 
one to make a claim. A claim is necessary only in the case of 
prophecies relating to a commissioned one. In the case of a non- 
commissioned one his achievements should be looked at, and if 
they show clearly that a prophecy was related to him, it is not 
necessary for him to make a claim. In such a case even if he 
disclaims being the subject of the prophecy we would say that the 
prophecy has been fulfilled in his person.... Thus I do not 
consider it necessary to make any claim that I am the Promised 
Reformer. 


He did on one occasion state: ‘I have no doubt that the 
prophecy relating to the Promised Reformer mentioned in 
the green announcement is related to me’; yet he did not put 
forward a positive claim that he was the Promised Reformer 
till in the beginning of 1944 it was revealed to him in a dream 
that he was the Promised Reformer. In view of the grandeur 
of the dream he decided to make a public announcement that 
he was the Promised Reformer. On 28 January 1944 he 
related his dream in detail in the Friday sermon and 
announced that he was the Promised Reformer. He prefaced 
his description of the dream with the observation: ‘I wish to 
state something today which I find it difficult to set forth 
having regard to my temperament, but as some prophet- 
hoods and Divine decrees are involved in making this exposi- 
tion I cannot refrain from making it despite my reluctance.’ 
In his dream it was clearly conveyed to him that he was a 
reflection of the Promised Messiah and his Khalifa. 

At the end of his exposition of the dream he stated: 


I wish to mention that when I woke up after the dream I kept 
thinking over it and my thoughts were formulated in Arabic. The 
end of my thinking was that God had clearly determined that truth 
had arrived and falsehood had vanished, falsehood was bound to 
vanish (17:82). Today, when I was reading the announcement of 
the Promised Messiah of 20 February 1886, I found the same words 
set out in it. Thus, God Almighty has revealed the reality to me and 
I can affirm without the least hesitation that the prophecy of God 
Almighty has been fulfilled, and that He has laid a foundation 
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through the Tahrik Jadeed in consequence of which the prophecy 
of Jesus that the virgins will accompany the bridegroom into the 
citadel will one day be fulfilled in a grand manner. The reflection 
of the Messiah will lead the virgins to the presence of God 
Almighty and the nations who will have been blessed through him 
will proclaim joyously: ‘Hosanna, hosanna.’ They will then 
believe in Muhammad, peace be on him, and will have true faith in 
the first Messiah. At present they proclaim him the Son of God, 
which amounts to reviling him. But it is decreed that the seed sown 
by me will one day grow into such a splendid tree that the 
Christian peoples will gather under it in order to seek blessings 
from the reflection of the Messiah and will thus enter into the 
kingdom of God, and the kingdom of God will arrive on earth as it 
is in heaven. 


In the course of his opening speech in the session of the 
Advisory Council of 1944, he stated: 


Every member of the Movement should realize that the revelation 
received by the Promised Messiah, peace be on him, concerning 
me that I would grow up rapidly did not mean that I would stand 
alone before the enemy hosts, but that, having regard to the 
importance of the work to be done, it would be my duty to 
advance rapidly against the enemy, and when I do so, God 
Almighty will enable those who believe in me also to advance 
rapidly. In the same way when God manifested to me that the earth 
was being compressed under my feet and that I was running 
rapidly ahead it meant that when I go forward rapidly God 
Almighty will enable my sincere companions to traverse the earth 
quickly and to arrive speedily at the ends of the earth. So, you must 
create an extraordinary change in yourselves and should prepare 
yourselves quickly to make great sacrifices. Do not wait too long, 
for the prophecies indicate that the time has come when you will 
not have to wait for long. Great changes are about to manifest 
themselves in the world which are very important in God’s estima- 
tion. God alone knows what will now happen but it is clear that the 
foundations of certain great changes will be laid soon and the heart 
of him who does not keep company with me in these great events 
and does not advance rapidly will be rusted and he will run the risk 
of losing his faith. 
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Thereafter, he put scheme after scheme before the Com- 
munity and the Community made an eager response to every 
one of them. . 

The Khalifatul Masih personally announced the purport of 
his dream in meetings called for the purpose in Hoshiarpur, 
Lahore, Ludhiana and Delhi. He addressed a message on 14 
February 1944 stressing the purpose of the meeting to be held 
at Hoshiarpur on 20 February 1944. In this letter he stated: 


Brethren, peace be on you and the mercy of Allah and His 
blessings. You have read the announcement about the meeting to 
be held in Hoshiarpur. The only purpose of the meeting is that at 
the place where the Promised Messiah, in the face of very adverse 
circumstat.ces, had announced a sign of divine mercy, whereby his 
name would be carried to the ends of the earth, an announcement 
should be made that the prophecy has been fulfilled in grand style. 
This is an occasion for the display of the fear of God and of 
righteousness and not for worldly celebration. I, therefore, 
announce that only such people should attend this meeting as are 
given to supplications, istighfar, and praise of God, and who 
remember God constantly. They should be determined that dur- 
ing their sojourn at Hoshiarpur they would not speak without 
purpose, nor indulge in vain talk, or laughter, or ridicule, but 
would maintain a serious mood and would throughout be occu- 
pied in prayers and istighfar. 

It should be kept in mind that boys and raw youths and those 
who are unable to exercise full control over their tempers and those 
who soon begin to be restless when they have to sit in silence, 
should not go to the meeting. Only those should go to the meeting 
who are determined to observe silence throughout and to devote 
their time to the remembrance of God or to the discharge of such 
duties as are assigned to them. I admonish those who intend to 
participate in the meeting that if they act in accordance with my 
advice, their participation will be acceptable to God. Otherwise, 
all their effort will be vain, and they will risk incurring God’s 
wrath. 


This admonition was taken so much to heart by those 
proceeding to Hoshiarpur for the purpose of participating in 
the meeting that Maulvi Sanaullah Sahib of Amritsar, a bitter 
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opponent of the Movement, was moved to comment in his 
paper, the Ahle Hadees, of 10 March 1944: ‘It appeared as if a 
host of the Companions of the Holy Prophet was proceeding 
to the conquest of Mecca.’ 

In the meeting at Hoshiarpur the Khalifatul Masih opened 
his address with the recitation of the Fatiha, repeating some 
of the verses in a voice steeped in emotion and followed it up 
with several supplications from the Holy Quran. The 
audience was deeply affected and repeated the supplications 
after him with streaming eyes and convulsed hearts. There- 
after, he described the background of the prophecy of 20 
February 1886 and explained how every part of it had been 
fulfilled in a wonderful manner despite adverse conditions. 
He then set out his dream in great detail. He concluded with 
the declaration: 


I call to witness the One and Supreme God Who has full control 
over my life that the dream that I have just described was seen by 
me exactly as I have put it, except possibly for some slight verbal 
involuntary inaccuracy. I call God Almighty to witness that in a 
state of vision I announced: ‘I am the Promised Messiah, his 
reflection and his Khalifa.’ In the same state, under divine com- 
mand, I said: ‘J am the one for whose appearance the virgins had 
been waiting for nineteen centuries.’ I therefore announce, under 
divine command, on oath, that God has appointed me the Pro- 
mised Son of the Promised Messiah, peace be on him, according to 
his prophecy, who has to convey the name of the Promised 
Messiah to the ends of the earth. 


I do not say that Iam the only Promised One and that no other 
promised one will appear till the Day of Judgment. It appears from 
the prophecies of the Promised Messiah that some other promised 
ones will also come and some of them will appear after centuries. 
Indeed, God has told me that at one time He will send me a second 
time to the world and | will come for the reform of the world at a 
time when association with God will have become widespread. 
This means that my soul will, at some time, descend upon someone 
who will possess faculties and capacities like mine and he will, 
following in my footsteps, bring about a reform of the world. 
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Thus, promised ones will appear in their due times according to the 
promise of God Almighty. 

What I wish to say today is that the prophecy of the Promised 
Messiah, peace be on him, which was revealed to him at Hoshiar- 
pur in the building in front of us, in which he announced in this 
city and concerning which he said that the Promised Son would be 
born within nine years, has been fulfilled in my person, and no one 
else can claim that he is the subject of the prophecy. 

In the end he said: I draw the attention of those who have not yet 
joined the Movement to the fact that we are carrying the message 
of Islam to the ends of the earth, in the West and in the East. We 
earnestly wish that you should reflect on the significance of the 
Movement and should take advantage of the signs of God 
Almighty that have already been manifested. .. . It is our duty to 
put forth every effort for the propagation of this message and we 
shall continue to discharge this duty. You should not be misled into 
thinking that you can stop the divine decree from being fulfilled. It 
is bound to be fulfilled one day and this Movement will spread all 
over the earth. There is no one who can obstruct the spread of this 
Movement. I call upon heaven to bear witness and call upon the 
earth to bear witness and call upon every brick of Hoshiarpur to 
bear witness that this Movement is bound to spread. If the hearts of 
the people are hard, angels will massage them with their hands till 
they are softened and no course is left open to them except to join 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. 


In the meeting in Lahore on 12 March 1944, which was 
attended not only by a large number of the members of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement but also by thousands of non- 
Ahmadi Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs and Christians, the Khalifa- 
tul Masih observed, in the course of his speech: 


Who can say on his own that a son would surely be bestowed upon 
him, who can say that such a son would live and grow up, who can 
say that he would become the leader of a community, who can say 
that he would become known unto the ends of the earth? Most 
certainly no one can say these things on his own. . . . In short, the 
fresh evidence of the support of God Almighty has proved once 
more that this Movement has been established by God and enjoys 
His help and support. Today, the prophecy made through the 
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Promised Messiah 59 years ago, ‘I shall bestow upon thee a son 
who will be a sign of My mercy and of My power, of My grace 
and My beneficence, and through him the message of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat will be carried to the ends of the earth, has been 
fulfilled with great glory. Today, hundreds of countries bear 
witness that the name of Islam reached them during the period of 
my Khalifat and it was during the period of my Khalifat that they 
heard the name of Ahmadiyyat. 

He announced: In this meeting today I call to witness God, the 
One and Supreme, taking Whose false oath is a characteristic of the 
accursed and one who is guilty of imposture against Him cannot 
escape His torment, that He informed me in this city in 13 Temple 
Road, in the house of Shaikh Bashir Ahmad, Advocate, that I am 
the subject of the prophecy concerning the Promised Reformer 
and that through me Islam will spread to the ends of the earth and 
the Unity of God will be established in the world. 

Continuing his speech, he observed: God has bestowed upon me 
the swords that cut down disbelief in an instant. God has bestowed 
upon me hearts that are ready to offer every sacrifice in response to 
my voice. If I should ask them to jump into the depths of the ocean 
they would be ready to do so. If I should ask them to plunge down 
from the tops of mountains they would plunge down. If I should 
ask them to jump into blazing ovens, they would jump into them. 
If suicide had not been forbidden in Islam I would have shown you 
the spectacle that I would command a hundred members of the 
Movement to destroy themselves by plunging daggers into their 
bellies and they would instantly so destroy themselves. God has 
raised us for the support of Islam. He has raised us to glorify the 
name of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, peace be on him. 

He concluded with the words: O dwellers of Lahore, I convey 
God’s message to you. I call you to the Eternal and Ever-Living 
God Who has created you all. Do not think that it is | who am 
speaking at this moment. It is God Who is speaking through my 
tongue. Whoever raises his voice before me against Islam will have 
his voice suppressed. Whoever stands up against me will be humi- 
liated and disgraced, he will be ruined and destroyed. God will 
establish a grand foundation with great honour for the progress of 
Islam and its support through me. I] am a human being and may die 
today or tomorrow, but it cannot be that I should fail in the 
purpose for which God has raised me. . . . If the world witnesses at 
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any time that Islam has been vanquished, if it sees at any time that 
those who deny me have overcome those who believe in me, then 
you may conclude that I was an impostor. But if that which I tell 
you is proved true, then reflect what would be your end, in that 
you heard the voice of God through my tongue and yet you did 
not accept it. 


The meeting at Ludhiana was held on 23 March 1944. On 
this occasion there was very turbulent opposition to the 
holding of the meeting. Processions were taken out and all 
sorts of derisive speeches were made and slogans were 
shouted against the Khalifatul Masih and the Movement. In 
the course of his speech he stated: 


We are not angry with those who have mocked at that which God 
Almighty has said. We supplicate God for them and pray: “What- 
ever these people have done, they have done out of ignorance and 
lack of knowledge, forgetting the teachings of the Holy Prophet, 
peace be on him. Forgive them, Lord, and guide them, and open 
their hearts to the acceptance of the truth so that as they have 
ridiculed the faith today, I may be privileged to see them pressing 
forward to make sacrifices for the faith.’ . .. People of Ludhiana, 
you have opposed me and I pray for you. You have desired my 
death, and I desire life for you. I have before me the example of my 
master, Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, peace be on him. 
When he went to Taif to convey the divine message to the people 
of Taif, he was pelted with stones and was expelled from the town 
while his body was bleeding at several places. In this situation an 
angel approached him under divine direction and said: ‘I could 
overturn this town if you would so desire.’ But my master, 
Muhammad, the Chosen one, peace be on him, may my father and 
mother, and my soul, and every particle of my body be his 
sacrifice, said: “No, not so. These people are foolish and ignorant 
and that is why they persecute me. If they were to be destroyed, 
then who would be left to believe?’ 

So people of Ludhiana, who have desired my death, I have 
brought the message of eternal life to you; the message ofa life after 
which there is no death. I have brought you the message of the 
pleasure of God Almighty, after winning which man experiences 
no suffering. J am sure that today’s opposition will open the hearts 
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tomorrow and the world will see that this city, God willing, will 
be illumined with divine light and will become my supporter and 
helper in the fulfilment of my task. I supplicate God Almighty in 
these terms and hope that through His grace it will so come about. 

In the course of his concluding speech he observed: Even if our 
opponents do not believe they should at least admit that whatever 
we say we say out of sympathy for them and as proof of our 
goodwill. We shall continue to say it, however great might be the 
suffering that they might impose upon us. They might cut us 
down, throw us to the lions, stone us to death, drop us down from 
mountains, throw us into the ocean but as we have stood up in the 
name of God, we cannot desist from discharging our responsibili- 
ties. So long as we have breath left in our bodies we shall continue 
to raise our voices. We believe that this teaching is bound to spread, 
and even if the strongest nations stand up against us they will be 
frustrated. They can, no doubt, destroy our bodies but our souls 
will continue to rise and this message will not be obstructed. Then 
itis best for you to lend your ears to our voice so that your end may 
be good. Listen carefully to the voice that is being raised on behalf 
of God Almighty and try to understand it. 

Lord, I beseech Thee to open the hearts of these people and to 
provide the means of carrying this voice to the whole of the world. 
As we are Thy creatures, so are those who have not yet recognized 
Thy beloved Muhammad, the chosen one, peace be on him. Do 
Thou guide them and gather everyone under his standard. Do 
Thou wipe out from the world the spirit of disorder, faithlessness, 
injustice, disobedience, viciousness, devouring each other’s pro- 
perty, and mutual discord, and create the spirit of peace and 
friendship. 


The meeting at Delhi was held on 16 April 1944. In Delhi, 
the opposition to the holding of the meeting was much 
severer than it had been in Ludhiana, but the meeting was 
held successfully and the Khalifatul Masih repeated his an- 
nouncement that he was the Reformer whose advent had 
been promised in the announcement of the Promised Messiah 
of 20 February 1886, and concluded with the declaration: 


If | am true in making this announcement, and the God of heaven 
and earth is indeed witness to my truth, then remember that one 


298 AHMADIYYAT 


day, through me and my disciples, the whole world will repeat the 
credo of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, and a day will come 
when the rule of Islam will be established over the whole world in 
the same way, and even more gloriously, as it was established in the 
early centuries of Islam. 


In concluding his second speech in the last session of the 
Conference on 29 December, he observed: 


God Almighty through His revelation has intimated to me that by 
His grace and mercy, the prophecy whose fulfilment had been 
awaited for a long time has been fulfilled in my person. Now it has 
been made clear to the enemies of Islam that Islam is God’s true 
religion, that Muhammad, peace be on him, is the true Messenger 
of God Almighty and that the Promised Messiah, peace be on him, 
is a true envoy of God. False are the people who call Islam false, 
liars are those who give the lie to Muhammad, the Messenger of 
Allah, peace be on him. Through the fulfilment of this grand 
prophecy God has furnished a living proof of the truth of Islam and 
of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him. 

Who had the power fifty-eight years ago, in the year 1886, to 
announce on his own that within nine years he would be blessed 
with a son who would grow up rapidly and would be known unto 
the ends of the earth; that he would spread Islam and the name of 
the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, throughout the world, that he 
would be filled with secular and spiritual knowledge; that he 
would be a means of the manifestation of Divine Glory and that he 
would be a living sign of the power, nearness and mercy of God 
Almighty? No man could have made such an announcement on 
his own. It was God Who gave this intimation and it was He Who 
fulfilled it through a person concerning whom the physicians did 
not expect that he would grow up and live long. I enjoyed very 
indifferent health during my childhood and on one occasion Dr 
Mirza Yaqub Beg Sahib advised the Promised Messiah that I was 
suffering from tuberculosis and should be sent to some hill station, 
out of the heat of the plains. Accordingly I was sent to Simla, but 
felt lonely there and soon returned to Qadian. In short a person 
who never enjoyed good health for a day was kept alive by God so 
that His prophecy might be fulfilled through him, and the people 
might be confronted with proof of the truth of Islam and Ahma- 
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diyyat. Then I was a person who possessed no secular knowledge, 
yet God, of His grace, appointed angels for my instruction and by 
this means made me aware of such meanings of the Quran as were 
beyond the imagination of a human being. The knowledge that 
God has bestowed upon me and the spiritual fountain that has burst 
in my bosom are not mere guess or imagination. Indeed they are so 
certain and conclusive that I challenge the whole world that Iam 
prepared to compete at any time with anyone who might claim 
that he has been taught the Holy Quran by God Almighty. But I 
know that there is no one today in the world beside myself who has 
been bestowed knowledge of the Holy Quran by God. He has 
bestowed this knowledge on me and has appointed me the teacher 
of the world for teaching it the Quran in this age. He has raised me 
for the purpose that I should carry the name of Muhammad, the 
Messenger of Allah, peace be on him, and the name of the Holy 
Quran, to the ends of the earth and may vanquish for ever all false 
religions that are set up against Islam. 

Let the world exert itself and gather all its strength and its hosts. 

Let all Christian sovereigns and their governments combine, 
and let Europe and America join together, and let all wealthy and 
powerful nations combine and unite together to frustrate me in the 
achievement of this purpose, even then I state, in the name of God, 
that they would fail completely against me. In response to my 
prayers and plans God will frustrate all their projects and plans and 
machinations, and, through me and my disciples and followers, 
God will uphold the honour of Islam for the purpose of establish- 
ing the truth of this prophecy on account of the name of the Holy 
Prophet, peace be on him. He will not leave the world alone till 
Islam is established once more in the world in its full glory and till 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, peace be on him, is accepted 
as the living Prophet of the world. 

My friends, I do not seek any honour for myself, nor do I hope 
for longer life, unless God Almighty should disclose anything to 
me in that context. I am, however, hopeful of the grace of 
Almighty God and believe with certainty that in upholding the 
honour of Islam and the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, and in 
re-establishing Islam once more upon its feet, and in crushing 
Christianity, a great part will, God willing, be played by my past 
and future work, and that one of the heels that will crush the head 
of Satan and will put an end to Christianity, will be my heel. 


300 AHMADIYYAT 


I set forth this verity most clearly before the world. This is the 
voice of the God of heaven and earth. This is the will of that God. 
This verity will not be set aside, will not be set aside, will not be set 
aside. Islam shall prevail in the world and Christianity shall be 
vanquished. There is no support that can safeguard Christianity 
against my attacks. God will defeat it at my hands and will either so 
crush it in my lifetime that it will no longer be able to raise its head, 
ora tree will rise from the seed sown by me in contrast with which 
Christianity shall wither like a dry weed, and the standard of Islam 
and Ahmadiyyat will be seen flying on the heights. 

While I convey to you the good news that God Almighty has 
fulfilled the prophecy of the Promised Messiah which related to 
the Promised Reformer, I also wish to draw your attention to the 
responsibilities that are now placed upon you. You have declared 
your support of my announcement and it is your primary duty 
that you should be ready to shed the last drop of your blood to 
bring about the victory and success of Islam and Ahmadiyyat. You 
are welcome to proclaim your joy at the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy; indeed you must proclaim your joy, for the Promised 
Messiah has himself written: ‘Be joyful and jump about in joy for 
now the light will come.’ I do not, therefore, stop you from 
proclaiming your joy and jumping with joy. By all means pro- 
claim your joy and jump about with joy. But I do admonish you 
that you should not forget your responsibilities in this state of joy. 
As God displayed to me in my dream that Iam running forward 
swiftly and the earth is being compressed under my feet, in the 
same way, God Almighty had announced that I would go forward 
quickly. Thus I am destined to advance swiftly in the field of 
progress. This also imposes a duty upon you that you should 
abandon your slow speed and should step forward quickly. Blessed 
is he who matches his step with mine and advances swiftly in the 
field of progress; and may God have mercy upon the one who is 
slothful and neglectful and does not step forward quickly and 
instead of advancing in the field tarries behind like a hypocrite. If 
you wish to make progress, if you realize your responsibilities 
properly, then advance and march forward along with me step by 
step, shoulder to shoulder so that we might plant the standard of 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, peace be on him, in the heart 
of disbelief and wipe out falsehood for ever from the face of the 
world. God willing that will surely come about. Heaven and earth 
can pass away but the word of God must be fulfilled. 
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During the lifetime of the Promised Messiah the Talimul 
Islam High School had been raised to an Intermediate Col- 
lege, but in consequence of a set of new regulations of the 
University of the Punjab, compliance with which was 
beyond the resources of the Community, the College classes 
had to be closed in 1905. The need of a college had, however, 
progressively become more insistent and eventually the Tali- 
mul Islam College was restarted on 4 June 1944, but this time 
the College was not limited to Intermediate classes. It was 
designed as a Degree College. Sahibzada Mirza Nasir Ahmad 
Sahib M.A. (Oxon.) was appointed the first Principal of the 
College, a position which he held for 21 years, till he was 
elected to the holy office of Khalifatul Masih. 

The College continued at Qadian for 3 years and had then, 
on partition of the country, to be transferred to Lahore 
pending the construction of the necessary buildings for its 
accommodation at Rabwah, the new Headquarters of the 
Movement. Thus though the College encountered a series of 
vicissitudes during the first decade of its existence, yet under 
the wise and devoted guidance of its Principal and the con- 
stant supervision of Khalifatul Masih II, it marched forward 
from success to success and established a high and enviable 
record of academic and athletic achievement. 

Admission to the College was not limited to youngsters of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement. Its doors were open to all stu- 
dents who were qualified for admission. After its permanent 
establishment at Rabwah the proportion of non-Ahmadi 
students on its rolls continued to rise progressively till almost 
half the students were drawn from non-Ahmadi homes, 
which was a tribute to the standards maintained by the 
College and to its universal popularity. 

In course of time the College started postgraduate classes in 
higher physics and became the only institution in the Prov- 
ince, apart from the Punjab University itself, which provided 
instruction in higher physics at the Master’s level. The college 
has a brilliant record in that respect. Since the start of these 
classes almost all the candidates it has sent up for the Master of 
Science Degree in Physics have passed the examination in the 
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First Division and some of them have established dis- 
tinguished records. 

On the occasion of the opening of the College in 1944, 
Khalifatul Masih II delivered a most learned and detailed 
address setting out the purpose and the objectives for which 
the College was being established, and the whole purpose and 
aim of higher education and the proper means of their 
achievement. In the very beginning of his address he 
observed: 


The establishment of the Talimul Islam College has a double 
purpose. One purpose is to provide means of higher education 
without which no community can improve its cultural and econo- 
mic conditions. So far as that purpose is concerned the doors of the 
College will be open to all students irrespective of caste and creed. 
All communities are in need of education and it is our duty, as 
human beings, that we should make education possible and easy 
for everyone. I have had occasion to visit one or two institutions in 
Lahore the founders of which had laid down the condition that no 
Muslim would be eligible for admission to them. When I learnt 
this I felt that the Muslims should also establish similar institutions 
but should make it clear that no non-Muslim would be refused 
admission to them, inasmuch as the moral point of view of a 
Muslim is different from the moral point of view of other people. 
Thus we shall make every effort that education should become 
easy for all people without distinction of caste or creed. The doors 
of this College will be open to everyone and this institution shall 
provide all possible help to all those who seek to derive benefit 
from it. 

Its second purpose is related to the influence of modern educa- 
tion upon religion. We believe that that influence is generally 
harmful, as it is opposed to religion. We cannot agree that God’s 
action can be inconsistent with His Word, or that His Word can be 
opposed to His action. We are positively convinced that though 
we may not possess the means of refuting the objections raised 
against Islam on the very basis from which those objections are 
derived, or from the subjects upon which they are based, yet it is a 
certainty that the objections raised against the existence of God or 
against God’s Messengers, or against the doctrines of Islam, are 
false and are the result of wrong reasoning. As the centre of these 
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types of objections are the higher institutions of learning, one of 
the purposes of this College is that the objections raised against 
religion on the basis of diverse subjects of education should be 
refuted through the very same subjects. The Professors of this 
college should charge themselves, among other things, with the 
duty of repelling the objections raised against Islam on the basis of 
their particular subjects through those very subjects. Thus while 
the Professors in other institutions tend to strengthen such objec- 
tions the aim of our Professors would be that they should refute 
such objections effectively. 


In the course of his address he illustrated the relationship 
between science and religion in great detail and pointed out 
that while science was still in an elementary stage of evolu- 
tion and its theories and principles were under constant 
review and were subject to correction and modification, the 
fundamentals of religion and its basic verities were constant 
and were not subject to modification. He pointed out that 
though there was a certain type of evolution in the detailed 
teachings and commandments of religion, this did not in- 
volve any contradiction or reversal of religious verities. The 
whole address constituted a most illuminating discourse on 
the relationship between science, learning and religion, 
which is well worth the study and attention of all those who 
are interested in the cause and purpose of education. 

He concluded with the supplication: 


May Allah, the Exalted, cause our good expectations to be fulfilled 
and may the seed that we are sowing here today grow up into a 
splendid tree, every branch of which may be a grand University 
and every leaf of which may be a College. May every flower of it 
become a high grade foundation for the propagation of Islam and 
religion through which disbelief and heresy may be wiped out, and 
the hearts of the people may be filled with the truth of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat and with the conviction of the existence of God 
Almighty and His Unity. Amen. 


On the partition of the country in 1947 the Talimul Islam 
College was confronted with a series of crises in the midst of a 
very difficult national situation, but by the grace and mercy 
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of Allah, under the guidance of Khalifatul Masih II and 
through the untiring and devoted efforts of its Principal, they 
were all successfully overcome and the College which was 
first re-established in Lahore, seven years later moved into its 
newly constructed buildings in Rabwah. 


On 8 November 1944 the Khalifatul Masih, in a speech 
stressing some aspects of Tahrik Jadeed, made an important 
pronouncement on the system of Khilafat. He said: 


Our system is based entirely on love and affection. We have no 
legal authority whereby we can enforce our directions. My per- 
sonal view is that in Ahmadiyyat Khilafat should always be distinct 
from political government. The function of the Khilafat should 
continue to be the supervision of compliance with the command- 
ments of the Islamic Law. We are not yet in a position of political 
authority in the country, but even when such a time arrives the 
Khalifa should remain outside active politics and should at no time 
seek to take over the government of the country, lest a situation of 
juxtaposition between the Khilafat and political parties should arise 
and the Khilafat should become identified with a political party. In 
such a situation the Khalifa would cease to be in loco parentis 
towards the community. There is no doubt that in the beginning 
of Islam Khalifat and government were combined in one person, 
but that was under the compulsion of the then circumstances. The 
Islamic Law had not yet been fully enforced, and as its full 
enforcement was necessary, Khilafat and government were com- 
bined in the same person. According to our doctrine they can be 
combined and they can also be separate. In my opinion when the 
time comes when we are in power, the Khalifa should not seek to 
take the government into his own hands. He should remain outside 
government and should supervise the government so as to secure 
that government should follow the directions of the Islamic Law 
and should settle its policies and their execution in consultation 
with the Khalifa. The administration of the country should be left 
to the statesmen and the public services. If my point of view is 
followed the Khalifa should not take over the government of the 
country at any time and should confine himself to the supervision 
of the exercise of the moral qualities and the enforcement of the 
commandments of the Holy Quran. 
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During the Annual Conference of 1944, in addressing the 
women, on 27 December, the Khalifatul Masih admonished 
the members of the newly established Association of Women 
that their first duty should be to establish literacy among all 
the women of the Movement. Their second step should be to 
take adequate measures to instruct all the women of the 
Movement in the principal commandments of Islam relating 
to the salat, fasting, etc. The third step should be that every 
woman should know the purport and meaning of the salat, so 
that her worship should not be like the cry of a parrot, not 
knowing what she is saying. The last step should be that 
every woman should know the meaning of the Holy Quran: 


...1T would be satisfied only when every one of you knows the 
meaning of the Holy Quran, and I would be happy when every 
one of you not only knows the meaning of the Quran, but also 
understands the Quran, and I will be truly happy when every one 
of you can expound the Holy Quran to other women, and my 
happiness would be even greater when God Almighty becomes a 
witness that all of you have understood the Holy Quran and are 
diligent in acting upon it. 


CHAPTER Bie TEER 


The last phase of the struggle for the independence of India 
began in London in the spring of 1945. In the Common- 
wealth Relations Conference in Chatham House, St James’s 
Square, the Indian delegation was led by the President of the 
Indian Institute of International Relations, who was a zealous 
member of the Ahmadiyya Movement. In his two speeches 
on the opening day of the Conference, 17 February, he put 
forward so strong and well reasoned a plea urging Britain to 
move forward realistically towards the independence of In- 
dia that the British press as well as British statesmen were 
convinced that India’s demand for independence could no 
longer be ignored and that practical steps must be taken 
through constitutional procedures to satisfy Indian aspi- 
rations. The immediate reaction of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was to invite the Governor General of India, Lord 
Wavell, to London for consultations. Lord Wavell returned 
to India armed with a formula for the independence of India. 
He announced his scheme over the All-India Radio on 14 
June 1945. On 22 June 1945 Khalifatul Masih II, in his Friday 
sermon, urged Indian political leaders to take full advantage 
of the British offer. He concluded his address with a strong 
plea that Indian political leaders should arrive speedily at an 
understanding among themselves which should enable India 
to achieve independence without much delay. He said: 


Here four hundred million human beings are held in bondage. 
Their outlook has undergone a tremendous change, in conse- 
quence of which Britain has announced that it is ready to bestow 
independence upon India, but Indian political leaders are disputing 
with each other over matters of detail. ... We are a small com- 
munity and observing this state of affairs we can do little to 
improve it. But we can certainly supplicate the Divine: ‘Lord, do 
Thou open the eyes of Muslim as well as Hindu leaders and bestow 


306 


THE RENAISSANCE OF ISLAM 307 


upon them the vision that should make them eager to cut the bonds 
of four hundred million bondsmen, for this would serve not only 
our interest but would also serve the interest of the future peace of 
the world.’ Had it been proper to fight on this occasion Britain 
would have fought, but it is a manifestation of Divine power that 
the Viceroy who rules India on behalf of Britain announces that he 
is ready to make India independent, the British industrialist who 
promotes his industries through the exploitation of India has 
announced that he is prepared to support the independence of 
India; the government of Britain has announced that it is prepared 
to concede the independence of India; the British Labour Party, 
which is likely to come into power soon, has announced that it is 
ready to grant independence to India; the greater part of the British 
press, whether Conservative, Labour or Liberal, is loud in its 
support of the independence. of India; America and France and 
other countries, who are not directly concerned with India, are 
urging that India should be independent. Yet when Britain 1s ready 
to grant independence to India some Indian leaders are not ready 
for the independence of India. I, therefore, urge the members of 
my Community to be occupied in these days with special supplica- 
tions to God Almighty, that He may so guide those in whose hands 
these matters rest that they should turn to the right path and 
cutting the chains of the bondage of Indians they should lead India 
to a high place of honour. 


An English version of this address was speedily placed in 
the hands of Muslim and non-Muslim political leaders who 
had been invited by Lord Wavell to a conference in Simla. 

Maulvi Sanaullah Sahib of Amritsar, despite his bitter 
opposition to the Khalifatul Masih and the Ahmadiyya 
Movement, in the course of his comments on the address 
said: 


What the Khalifa of Qadian has said is well worth reading and 
listening to. He has urged the leaders to work together in amity 
and co-operation. His words display great and surprising courage. 
The speeches of the conference leaders contained no stronger 
expressions. The eagerness to secure the freedom of four hundred 
million Indians which is expressed in the Khalifa’s address is not 
matched even in the speeches of Mr Gandhi. 
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No agreement could be reached in the Simla conference, 
mainly due to the firm refusal of the representatives of the 
Indian National Congress to recognize the Muslim League as 
the sole political representative of the Muslims. The claim of 
the Muslim League that it was the sole representative of the 
Muslims had been demonstrably established in the elections 
to the legislative bodies in India. Under the directions of the 
Khalifatul Masih the Ahmadiyya Community had through- 
out lent its full and enthusiastic support to the Muslim 
League, and continued to do so throughout the troubled 
period that lay ahead. By the summer of 1946, when the 
Cabinet Mission plan was presented to Indian leadership, 
even the Indian National Congress had to concede, and to 
reconcile itself to the position, that the Muslim League was 
the sole political representative of the Muslims. When the 
Congress leadership, after signifying its acceptance of the 
Cabinet Mission plan, in effect tore it up by proclaiming its 
own interpretation of some of its crucial clauses, which was 
clearly inconsistent with the language of those clauses, and 
the strenuous efforts of Lord Wavell to persuade Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr Gandhi to agree to give effect to 
the clear meaning of those clauses were frustrated, and Prime 
Minister Attlee made a last minute attempt to salvage the 
plan through his personal intervention, the only representa- 
tives summoned by him to London were Mr Nehru and Mr 
Jinnah. Mr Nehru was accompanied by Sardar Baldev Singh, 
which was only a gesture designed to secure the goodwill of 
the Sikh community. On his side Mr Jinnah was accom- 
panied by Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, who was his princi- 
pal lieutenant in the Muslim League. Prime Minister Attlee’s 
attempt was also frustrated by the intransigence of Mr 
Nehru. 

On 20 February 1947, Prime Minister Attlee announced 
his scheme for the transfer of complete power to India, and 
Lord Mountbatten was sent out as Governor General in place 
of Lord Wavell to work out, in consultation with political 
leaders, the method of giving effect to the Prime Minister’s 
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announcement. Finally, on 3 June 1947, the scheme of parti- 
tion was, with the agreement of the political leaders, set forth 
by Lord Mountbatten. Throughout this turbulent and criti- 
cal period the Khalifatul Masih continued his full support of 
Mr Jinnah and the Muslim League. 

In pursuance of the scheme of partition outlined in Lord 
Mountbatten’s speech of 3 June 1947, Boundary Commis- 
sions were set up in the Punjab and Bengal for the demarca- 
tion of the boundaries between Pakistan and India in the 
North-West and North-East of the Sub-Continent. Mr Jin- 
nah requested an eminent Ahmadi jurist to present the case of 
the Muslim League to the Punjab Boundary Commission. 
The Muslim League approached the Khalifatul Masih that he 
should arrange for the representation of the Ahmadiyya 
Community before the Punjab Boundary Commission in 
support of the Muslim League, with particular emphasis on 
the inclusion of the Gurdaspur District, within which Qadian 
the headquarters of the Ahmadiyya Movement was situated, 
in Pakistan. The Khalifatul Masih appointed Shaikh Bashir 
Ahmad, an able senior advocate, to represent the Movement 
before the Commission. When the Commission started hear- 
ing arguments, the Khalifatul Masih himself moved to 
Lahore and rendered valuable assistance to the Muslim Lea- 
gue both by his advice and by procuring the services of a 
foreign expert on questions that the Commission would have 
to take into account in making its report. 

As was expected the Commission, which was composed of 
four High Court judges, two Muslim and two non-Muslim, 
was not able to present a unanimous or majority report and 
the determination of the boundary was left to the umpire, Sir 
Cyril (later Lord) Redcliffe. His award came as a profound 
shock to the Muslims and particularly to the Ahmadiyya 
Community, as under it several Muslim majority areas conti- 
guous to the rest of Pakistan were excluded from Pakistan 
and were included in India. The greater part of the Gurdas- 
pur District, in which Qadian was situated, was also included 
within India despite a majority of Muslims in the District. 
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The aftermath of the partition of the Punjab proved to bea 
gruesome tragedy for all the three principal communities in 
the Punjab, Muslims (including the Ahmadiyya Com- 
munity), non-Muslims and Sikhs. A terrible holocaust in- 
volving extreme human suffering and misery was let loose on 
both sides of the newly determined border. An irresistible 
wave of horror raged unchecked over the greater part of the 
province. The general populace, with rare exceptions, exhi- 
bited a lack of moral and spiritual values that was heartrend- 
ing. It would serve no useful purpose to enter into a detailed 
description of the degradation of all human values that was 
manifested in all the areas that were overtaken by this foul 
maelstrom. It would be best to draw a curtain over the 
shameful spectacle. Neither side could be acquitted of blame. 
The moral guilt was shared by all. 

There were noble, courageous and heart-warming indivi- 
dual exceptions among all the communities, in which 
humanity maintained its priority over bigotry, passion and 
beastliness. For the Ahmadiyya Community it is a matter of 
satisfaction that both as individuals and asa Community they 
came out of this terrible trial, with loss of numerous precious 
lives and an enormous amount of property, but with their 
honour bright and unsullied. The Community as a whole, 
and its individual members, rendered aid and assistance to 
their suffering fellow beings without distinction of caste or 
creed, in every situation in which they were capable of 
rendering assistance, at the risk, and sometimes even at the 
cost, of their own lives, security and property. This was 
freely acknowledged on all hands. So long as the Ahmadis 
were not expelled from the greater part of Qadian, under 
police and military action, Qadian continued to serve as an 
asylum for Muslim refugees who were being driven out of 
the areas which had been allotted to India and were fleeing to 
Pakistan. When the turn of Qadian itself came, and the 
greater part of it had to be evacuated, the Community 
exhibited an extraordinary spectacle of discipline, orderli- 
ness, steadfastness and courage. Despite all the adverse de- 
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velopments that took place hourly after the announcement of 
the Boundary Award, the Khalifatul Masih himself remained 
in Qadian, while the steady evacuation of sections of the 
population of Qadian and of the records and valuables 
belonging to the institutions of the Community proceeded in 
an orderly manner. It was a time of severe trial, and a testing 
of faith and all sterling values. By the sheer grace and mercy 
of the Divine not only was there no falling from grace, there 
were numerous instances of true heroism and heartening and 
almost miraculous experiences of Divine help and protec- 
tion. 

As soon as the Khalifatul Masih arrived in Lahore he issued 
directions that it was an obligation upon every member of 
the Community to render every assistance to such non-Mus- 
lims as were still in Pakistan. Many of them were exposed to 
danger at the hands of Muslims who were incensed at the 
brutalities and horrors to which Muslims in East Punjab had 
been subjected at the hands of the non-Muslims. Train after 
train arrived from East Punjab cram-full with Muslim refu- 
gees, some of whom had been cruelly murdered in the course 
of their journey by non-Muslim mobs which sacked the 
trains at different stops, almost all the survivors bearing 
marks of injuries, many of them grievous; children with their 
eyes gouged out, their hands and feet severed from their 
bodies, women with their breasts cut off. Those who 
managed to crawl across the border on foot, or on creaking 
make-shift vehicles fared even worse than those who had 
managed to be packed into evacuating trains. It 1s not surpris- 
ing, though utterly illogical, that under the impact of these 
horrors large numbers of Muslims in Pakistan turned upon 
their unfortunate non-Muslim neighbours and sought to 
wreak vengeance upon them for the misdeeds of non-Mus- 
lims of East Punjab. Here again, under the clear directions of 
the Khalifatul Masih, not only did the members of the 
Community in Pakistan hold their emotions under complete 
control, but went to the assistance of non-Muslims, extended 
their protection to them, provided relief for them and 
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speeded such of them as were moving towards India on their 
way, often at the gravest risk of their own lives and security. 
There has not been known a single instance in which an 
Ahmadi in Pakistan killed or caused any hurt or injury to a 
non-Muslim in those dreadful days, or was guilty of appro- 
priating any moveable belonging of a non-Muslim. On both 
sides of the border immovable properties of evacuees were 
taken over by government and were administered by depart- 
ments set up for the purpose. 

It is worthy of reflection: How was it that at a time when 
all moral and spiritual values had suffered such large-scale 
stultification over large areas on both sides of the border, 
every member of the Ahmadiyya Movement was enabled to 
uphold them in situations of the gravest peril and provoca- 
tion? It is true that this could only be done by the grace and 
mercy of God, but the question remains: How is it that such 
grace and mercy were bestowed in such large and perfect 
measure not only, as in the case of other communities also, 
upon outstanding individuals, but upon every member of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement? 

Large numbers of them had suffered and passed through 
all the horrors that were inflicted upon the Muslims in East 
Punjab. They endured the suffering and the misery in a spirit 
of steadfastness. In their case it proved a cleansing experience 
and not a demoralizing affliction. Through this experience 
their relationship with their Maker was strengthened and 
their faith was invigorated. They emerged from the holo- 
caust with renewed eagerness to march forward with greater 
zeal and devotion than ever before. 


On 18 September 1894, the Promised Messiah had 
received the revelation (Urdu): ‘The stigma of migration.’ 
He himself and Khalifatul Masih II had seen dreams and 
visions that revealed some of the aspects of the migration 
with which the Community would be confronted. For in- 
stance, six years before the partition of the country the 
Khalifatul Masih saw in a dream that he was at some place ata 
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distance from Qadian and was worried by a recollection that 
Qadian had been invaded. In his dream Sheikh Muhammad 
Naseeb, an Ahmadi resident of Qadian, came to him and the 
Khalifatul Masih inquired from him what was the situation in 
Qadian. The reply was that the enemy had occupied the 
greater part of Qadian but had been checked just outside the 
central quarter of the town which contained the house of the 
Promised Messiah, the two principal mosques, the offices of 
the Central Association and the heavenly graveyard. On 
receiving this reply the Khalifatul Masih II observed: ‘If the 
central quarter is secure, all is secure.’ It so happened that after 
all the upset and the taking over of the greater part of Qadian 
by the non-Muslims, with the active assistance of the Indian 
army and police, the incursion was checked right at the 
border of the central quarter. 

These revelations, dreams and visions were fulfilled during 
the tribulations that followed in the wake of partition. The 
horrors that were let loose on that occasion arose suddenly 
and in circumstances in which no effective steps could be 
taken to avert them or to reduce their severity and impact. 
All that could be done was to organize the evacuation of 
practically the whole of the Ahmadi population with honour 
and a minimum loss of life. The gravest damage, however, 
that was suffered was that the Community ceased to have a 
headquarters and all the central institutions of the Movement 
were disrupted. The Khalifatul Masih and such of his col- 
leagues and workers who moved about the same time to 
Lahore, or rallied around him from Lahore itself, or who 
were summoned from within Pakistan, were confronted 
with an enormous problem of rehabilitation, resettlement 
and reorganization. This was a baffling and back-breaking 
task in itself, but the Khalifatul Masih was still under great 
strain and suffered grave anxiety concerning the situation in 
Qadian and the branches of the Community in India who 
were, for the moment, bereft of spiritual leadership and 
guidance and had no means available of communication with 
the Head of the Movement. 
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The immediate problem was the organization of a centre 
for the Movement in Pakistan. The Sadar Anjuman Ahma- 
diyya (Central Ahmadiyya Association) was registered in 
Pakistan within a few months, but the educational institu- 
tions could not be rehabilitated so speedily. Everything was 
in a state of flux in Pakistan, and for some time it was 
apprehended that Pakistan might not be able to grapple 
successfully with the influx of millions of refugees that con- 
tinued to pour into Pakistan not only from East Punjab, but 
also from the Indian provinces farther east. The greater part 
of the machinery of administration in the Punjab was occu- 
pied most of the time, directly or indirectly, with resolving 
the difficulties to which this great movement of the popula- 
tion across the borders of Pakistan and India gave rise. The 
Khalifatul Masih possessed a dynamic personality and his 
eager spirit was reflected in those who worked under his 
supervision and guidance. But their progress was often held 
up because the wheels of the administration would not move 
as swiftly as was desired. The consequence was that during 
the first year after the move to Lahore the progress of 
reorganization of the Movement and its institutions was 
comparatively slow, but not for lack of initiative on the part 
of the Khalifatul Masih. The two principal educational insti- 
tutions, the Talimul Islam High School and the Talimul 
Islam College could not start functioning in Pakistan ull 
more than six months after the move to Lahore, and even 
then only temporary make-shift arrangements were possible. 
After a few months the High School was allotted temporary 
accommodation at Chiniot, and sometime later the College 
was housed in the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College buildings 
in Lahore. 

In the meantime diligent search was being made for a 
suitable site for establishing the Centre of the Movement. 
The choice of a site was soon made and an application was 
made to government for the sale to the Community of an 
area of just over one thousand acres of barren, uncultivatable 
land across the River Chenab from Chiniot. This area was 95 
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miles west of Lahore and was served by the Lahore—Sargodha 
Road. The railway line from Lyallpur to Sargodha also 
passed through the area and there was every reason to expect 
that the Railway Administration could be persuaded to estab- 
lish a railway station within the area. Such water as was 
available within the area was brackish but it was hoped that a 
supply of sweet water might be arranged. 

The application for the sale of the land was diligently 
pursued and despite red-tape and official delays the price 
demanded by the government for the area to be sold to the 
Movement was paid into the Government Treasury on 27 
June 1948, and the necessary official formalities were com- 
pleted within a few days. Possession of the site, however, 
could not be obtained till 5 August. Nevertheless, the selec- 
tion and acquisition of the site within just short of one year 
from the arrival of the Khalifatul Masih in Lahore was a 
creditable achievement. This was a necessary preliminary, 
but a tremendous effort was needed before the elementary 
facilities could be established in the absence of which even a 
token move to the site could not be contemplated. 

The proposed town to be constructed on the barren, 
treeless site on which not a blade of grass had ever sprouted, 
was named Rabwah, which is the name ascribed in the Holy 
Quran to the region where Jesus eventually found shelter 
(23:51). A survey party soon prepared a plan of the site and in 
due course a plan of the town was drawn up and was 
submitted for approval to the Government Town Planner, 
who took objection to several features of the plan. For 
instance, he objected to the hospital being erected within the 
main area of the town and insisted that the hospital building 
should be sited at the farthest corner of the area which had 
been sold by government to the Movement. He also objected 
to a mosque being built in every quarter of the town. For the 
sixteen proposed quarters of the town he ruled that two 
mosques should be enough. He objected that no site had been 
provided in the plan for a cinema or a theatre. All his 
objections were of the same type of absurdity. The organiza- 
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tion of every quarter of the town was based on a mosque at 
the centre of the quarter. Therefore, in addition to the two 
central mosques, sixteen mosques were needed, one for every 
quarter. But the Town Planner pretended that he did not see 
the necessity of providing a mosque in every quarter. He 
could not bring himself to appreciate that the Movement was 
a religious Movement, and that the proper and regular per- 
formance of the five daily services was incumbent upon all 
adult members of the Movement, and that for the proper 
discharge of that obligation a mosque in every quarter was 
indispensible. Besides, a mosque, according to Islamic tradi- 
tion, is the centre of all religious, social and cultural activities 
of the residents of a quarter, but the Town Planner was bent 
upon depriving the Community of this facility. 

His insistence on the provision of a site or sites for a cinema 
and a theatre was equally absurd. The members of the Move- 
ment were not permitted to visit cinemas and theatres, and, 
therefore, it was beyond comprehension what purpose 
would be served by providing sites for a cinema or a theatre. 

Eventually the matter was taken to the Minister concerned 
and it did not take him more than five minutes to overrule 
the objections of the Town Planner. This is only an instance 
illustrating the crass stupidity of official red-tape which often 
clogs the progress of beneficent projects and undertakings. 

As soon as official formalities had been complied with, 
temporary accommodation was erected at Rabwah to enable 
the Khalifatul Masih, his immediate entourage and the offices 
of the principal institutions of the Movement to establish 
themselves at Rabwah. There were few facilities and ameni- 
ties available at that time at Rabwah and life there, particu- 
larly in the trying heat of the summer, was most uncomfor- 
table and stark. But the enthusiasm and eagerness of the 
Khalifatul Masih and his own shining example, in the face of 
all the hardships to which life at Rabwah was subject, served 
to inspire everyone to put forth his best in every situation. In 
due course, better accommodation was provided for all the 
institutions of the Movement, a plentiful supply of sweet 
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water became available, electricity was supplied from the 
grid, a telephone connection was established, trees were 
planted and began to grow and in due course to afford shade 
along the principal streets, and most of the amenities pertain- 
ing to a town of the size of Rabwah were provided. The 
population of Rabwah exceeds fifteen thousand, and though 
simplicity and even austerity are still the rule of life in 
Rabwah, more than a hundred thousand men and women 
from far and near are accommodated at Rabwah on the 
occasion of the Annual Conference of the Movement in the 
last week of December. Rabwah is still a comparatively small 
town but it is known all over the world as the headquarters of 
the Ahmadiyya Movement, whose membership already 
exceeds ten million. It is undoubtedly the most dynamic 
religious Movement in the world. All this has been consum- 
mated and has grown out of the seed sown by the Promised 
Messiah, and nurtured and guarded by his Successors more 
particularly by Khalifatul Masih II during more than half a 
century of his Khilafat. 


The members of the Movement who were directed to stay 
on in Qadian, after the departure of the Khalifatul Masih for 
Lahore, found themselves in a situation of great peril, but 
they faced it with firmness and steadfastness. Their attitude 
was one of prayerful humility and cheerful acceptance of the 
role of honour that had been assigned to them of safeguard- 
ing the holy places at the centre of the Movement. The influx 
of non-Muslim refugees from Pakistan still continued, and 
though there was an apparent respite in killing and looting, 
there was extreme tension and currency was given to 
rumours which portended that violence might erupt at any 
moment. The police, the army and the representatives of the 
civil administration, instead of adopting measures that could 
guarantee everyone’s security and could help to restore and 
maintain order, were only concerned with putting pressure 
on the Ahmadis and urging them to move out of Qadian and 
to proceed to Pakistan by whatever means might be avail- 
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able. On their part the Ahmadis were firmly resolved to hold 
their ground under all circumstances and at all costs, and to 
discharge fully and honourably the responsibility that had 
been placed upon them by the Khalifatul Masih. They had to 
be on the alert all the time, constantly seeking and relying 
entirely on the grace and mercy of God. Communication 
with the Khalifatul Masih was maintained off and on, the 
situation was reported to him from time to time, his guidance 
was sought and followed. At intervals, while the system of 
armed convoys was in operation, some of them were directed 
to move to Pakistan and replacements arrived from Pakistan. 
These exchanges were put an end to within a few days when 
the convoy system began to be resented and disturbed by the 
preponderating non-Muslim population along the route and 
had to be abandoned. By the end of the year, the situation 
assumed a precarious stability and the Khalifatul Masih deter- 
mined that three hundred and thirteen of those Ahmadis who 
were still in Qadian should stay on permanently for the 
purpose of safeguarding the holy places, and the rest should 
move to Pakistan. A skeleton organization was set up at 
Qadian and the necessary institutions were revived and began 
to function on a limited scale. 

Over a couple of years those members of the Movement 
who had chosen to stay on at Qadian were exposed to certain 
hazards and had to endure extremes of hardship and priva- 
tion, but the situation crawled towards normality and in the 
end arrived at stability. The small community in Qadian was 
well-knit, the bonds of brotherhood held it together firmly 
and beneficently and all the currents of life flowed smoothly 
along righteous lines. The wives and dependents of the 
majority of those who had settled down permanently at 
Qadian soon joined them and the rigours of celibate life were 
thus softened to a large degree. The office-bearers of the 
revived institutions established contact with the branches of 
the Movement all over India and Qadian functioned once 
more as the headquarters of the Movement for the whole of 
India. All activities pertaining to the headquarters were 
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resumed. A school was established, a weekly paper began to 
be published and the Annual Conference was revived. Rela- 
tions with the non-Muslim sections of the people of the 
town, at first tenuous and hesitant, became friendly, intimate 
and co-operative. The factor that proved most helpful in this 
respect was that the daily lives of the Ahmadis presented a 
spectacle of the practical exercise of the highest moral and 
spiritual qualities. They did not, for a moment, sulk in their 
tents, but were cheerful, forthcoming and co-operative in 
matters of common concern, and were ready to give of their 
best in the service of their fellow citizens. The civil adminis- 
tration found them honest, diligent, law-abiding and, to its 
surprise, loyal; though they were watched suspiciously every 
time tension arose between Pakistan and India. The adminis- 
tration had been assured, time after time, that having made 
the choice of Indian citizenship, they were bound to be loyal 
citizens, not as a matter of policy, but as a matter of faith, as 
Islam insisted on loyalty to one’s country. Nevertheless it 
took a long time for the administration to be convinced and 
fully reassured on the point. 

The degree of confidence that the Ahmadis were able to 
establish between themselves and the non-Muslim sections of 
the population of the town might be judged, among other 
things, from the fact that after the passage of only a few years, 
Maulvi Abdur Rahman Sahib, Amir of the Community at 
Qadian, who had been elected a member of the Municipal 
Committee of Qadian, was later elected President of the 
Municipal Committee by his non-Muslim colleagues on the 
Committee, and discharged his duties as President to the 
entire satisfaction of everyone. Sahibzada Mirza Wasim 
Ahmad Sahib, a younger son of the Khalifatul Masih, and a 
permanent resident of Qadian, has, throughout, carried the 
responsibilities of the office of Secretary for Propagation of 
the Movement in India, and has now, on the demise of 
Maulvi Abdur Rahman Sahib, been appointed Amir of the 
community at Qadian. He is universally respected and held in 
honour by the whole population of Qadian, on account of 
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the excellent example that he has throughout furnished of a 
completely devoted, God-fearing, righteous person, who has 
proved himself an affectionate and helpful friend and brother 
for everyone, irrespective of caste, creed, age or sex. 

Today the Ahmadiyya Community in Qadian numbers 
more than two thousand and leads a totally beneficent and 
active vigorous existence. Qadian is a very active centre for 
all the Indian branches of the Movement, and as such operates 
at a high level. All over India the branches of the Movement 
continue to function efficiently in ever-widening circles of 
activity. The attendance at the Annual Conference of the 
Movement at Qadian has been growing steadily, and runs 
into thousands. One very satisfactory and striking feature is 
that a substantial proportion of those participating in the 
Annual Conference is non-Muslim. The Ahmadiyya High 
School at Qadian has several non-Muslim students on its 
rolls. All the central departments of the Movement at Qadian 
function efficiently and vigorously and the annual budget of 
the Central Organization now runs into hundreds of thou- 
sands of rupees and is constantly growing. 

The Ahmadiyya community in Qadian is the only Muslim 
community in the Indian Province of the Punjab. It has 
throughout, in adversity and in comparative prosperity, 
most worthily upheld the banner of Islam and Ahmadiyyat, 
and has illustrated, in practice, the highest standard of moral 
and spiritual values inculcated by Islam. 

Needless to say there is complete accord between Qadian 
and Rabwah, each in turn complements and supplements the 
other. The shifting of the world headquarters of the Move- 
ment from Qadian to Rabwah that became inevitable in the 
middle of the terrible holocaust of the summer and autumn 
of 1947, was certainly a part of the divine design and was 
accepted as such by the Community. The prophecies relating 
to that event have unfolded their purpose over the years, they 
also indicated, very clearly, that Qadian would, once again, 
become the world headquarters of the Movement. When 
and how that would be brought about is within the know- 
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ledge of God alone, but that it will be brought about is a 
certainty that cannot fail to be consummated. 


On arrival in Lahore on the last day of August 1947, the 
Khalifatul Masih was confronted with many urgent pro- 
blems. Despite his preoccupation with them, and his constant 
nagging anxiety with regard to the rapidly deteriorating 
situation in Qadian, he felt that he should give expression to 
his appraisal of the questions that needed the attention of not 
only those who were in positions of authority in Pakistan, 
but also of all intelligent Pakistanis. Public opinion needed to 
be enlightened and to be led into practical channels so that it 
could make its due contribution towards shaping policies and 
putting them into effect. With this purpose in mind, he 
delivered a series of addresses in Lahore, each under the 
presidency of a notable public personality, which were well 
attended and received good and appreciative press publicity. 
He then travelled to the principal cities of West Pakistan, 
Sialkot, Jhelum, Karachi, Peshawar, Rawalpindi and Quetta, 
in that order, and addressed large and appreciative audiences 
in those cities on the different facets of the problems con- 
fronting Pakistan. His analysis of each situation was masterly, 
but was reduced to and expressed in simple terms which 
made it easily comprehensible, and his suggestions, solutions 
and guidance were wise and most helpful. He was every- 
where listened to with great attention, as his prestige at the 
time stood very high, on account of all the help and support 
that he had given to Mr Jinnah and the Muslim League in the 
crucial period during which the shape of the future constitu- 
tion of India was being settled and the relief and shelter that 
was provided at Qadian for the Muslim refugees from East 
Punjab during the days of the terrible aftermath of the 
partition. It was noted with appreciative satisfaction that at 
no time in the course of his addresses did he make the slightest 
allusion to the sufferings of the Ahmadiyya Community and 
the loss of lives and property incurred by it during the period 
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of terror, or to the help that it was able to render to everyone 
within its reach. 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II moved from his temporary 
residence in Lahore to his permanent residence at Rabwah on 
19 September 1949 and was now able to devote his full 
attention to the establishment of the new World Head- 
quarters of the Movement, pulling together all the threads 
that bound the Community together and restarting the for- 
ward march of the Movement which had been so grievously 
interrupted by the tragic events that followed upon the 
partition of the country. The finances of the Community had 
fallen into a certain degree of inevitable disarray and were 
speedily reorganized on a firm basis and henceforward went 
on multiplying themselves in a surprising manner. In April 
1949, the Annual Conference of the Movement had already 
been held in Rabwah, and most of the institutions of the 
Movement were re-established in Rabwah in the course of 
the year. Of the principal institutions, only the Talimul Islam 
College continued in the D.A.V. College building in Lahore, 
awaiting the construction of its own building at Rabwah. 
This took another five years. After the move of the Khalifatul 
Masih to Rabwah, everything began to hum as of yore and all 
the branches in Pakistan and abroad became firmly knitted 
together once more under the unobstructed and freely circu- 
lating guidance of the Khalifatul Masih. 


The Movement had established footholds in British East 
Africa, as it then was, in the time of the Promised Messiah. 
The footholds became linked together in course of time, and 
during the Second Khilafat burgeoned into a network of 
active branches. 

In the early years of the Second Khilafat, branches of the 
Movement had been established in the British colonies of 
West Africa and were doing very good work. Indeed, they 
were making such rapid progress that Christian missionaries 
in West Africa, and those interested in the spread of Chris- 
tianity in the West African states, began to be apprehensive 
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that their dream of Christianizing the whole of West Africa 
was likely to be frustrated in consequence of the advent of 
Ahmadiyyat in some of the West African countries. 

Ahmadiyya missions had also been opened in some of the 
countries of South East Asia and were making good progress, 
particularly in Indonesia. Active branches had been estab- 
lished as far afield as Palestine, Fiji and Mauritius. 

An Ahmadiyya centre had been established in Chicago, 
Illinois, and branches were springing up in some of the 
mid-western and eastern states of America. Thus, the Move- 
ment was already assuming world-wide standing. So far the 
only notable mission established in Europe was the one in 
London which had come into being simultaneously with the 
Second Khilafat. 

A mission had, at one time, been opened in Paris but was 
not able to gain a firm foothold in that city, or outside it, and 
was Closed a few years later. The persistence and steadfastness 
of the missionary assigned to Madrid began slowly to yield 
fruit and within a few years a small Spanish group of adher- 
ents of the Movement emerged in Madrid. A mission was 
opened in Rome, and though at one time it appeared that a 
branch of the Movement might be established in the capital 
of Christendom, that expectation has not yet been fulfilled. A 
beginning was made in Poland and later in Hungary and also 
in Albania, but political developments in those countries 
blocked further progress. 

These instances afford further confirmation of the verity, 
repeatedly affirmed in the Quran, that all guidance is in the 
hands of God and proceeds from Him, and that there is a term 
appointed for every consummation. Man’s part is to put 
forth earnest, prayerful effort in the full certainty that the 
divine purpose is bound to be fulfilled in all tespects in due 
course. 

Some of the other countries of Europe, however, present a 
more hopeful picture. Under the dynamic direction of Khali- 
fatul Masih II missions were established also in Switzerland, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark and Sweden. These 
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missions made such good progress that mosques were built 
during the Rabwah period of the Second Khilafat in Zurich, 
Frankfurt, the Hague and Hamburg. 

During the Third Khilafat Mosques have been opened in 
Copenhagen and in Gothenburg. 

Recently a beginning has been made with the establish- 
ment of a branch in Poland. 

All this activity has stemmed from the initiation of the 
Tahrik Jadeed by Khalifatul Masih II in 1934. English, Ger- 
man, Dutch, Danish, Esperanto, Swahili and Lugandi trans- 
lations of the Holy Quran have been published, and French 
and Russian translations have been prepared and are being 
revised. 


With regard to the activities of the Movement inside 
Pakistan the Khalifatul Masih felt the need of strengthening 
the machinery for propagation in the rural areas. For this 
purpose he instituted the scheme which was given the name 
of Waqf Jadeed (New Dedication). At the start the scope of 
this scheme was somewhat limited but after some time it 
became one of the regular permanent departments of the 
Central Organization of the Movement. The purpose of the 
scheme was to infuse fresh spirit and vigour into the rural 
sections of the Community, to urge them to greater and 
more eager conformity to the moral and spiritual values 
inculcated by Islam, and to convey the message of the Move- 
ment to wider and wider circles, both by precept and by 
example. The workers of the scheme were chosen with great 
care for their spirit of devotion and their eagerness to set an 
example of austerity, righteousness, helpfulness and service 
of humanity in their daily lives. They were not required to 
possess high academic qualifications, but they had to be ready 
to make every kind of sacrifice in the cause of duty. This 
institution began to yield beneficent results on a large scale 
within a short time. The activities of its workers achieved a 
remarkable measure of success among a community of non- 
Muslims that formed an enclave in the Province of Sindh 
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close to the border of Rajputana. By now a large section of 
them have accepted Islam and within a short period most of 
them have carried out an appreciable cultural, moral and 
spiritual transformation. It is to be hoped that at no distant 
date all of them will be absorbed completely into the cultural 
and religious pattern of the Movement. 

The most baffling and yet vital issue that confronted 
Pakistan at the very moment of its emergence as an indepen- 
dent state was the question of the accession of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir to Pakistan. Over 80 per cent of the 
population of the State was Muslim, but the ruler was a 
non-Muslim who was anxious to bring about the accession of 
the State to India rather than to Pakistan. In an attempt to 
coerce the high-spirited Muslims of Poonch, many of whom 
had obtained military training during the Second World 
War, into opting for accession of the State to India, the 
Maharaja and his administration embarked on a programme 
of repressive measures in Poonch. These measures evoked a 
violent reaction on the part of the Muslim population of 
Poonch, who repudiated their allegiance to the Maharaja, 
declared their independence of him, and took up arms to 
defend themselves against the Maharaja’s military forces. 
They achieved a measure of success in the early stages of their 
struggle in which they were helped by their kith and kin 
across the border in the Punjab. When the news of their 
heroic struggle was carried to the tribal areas of the Frontier, 
a large scale incursion of tribal forces into the State of 
Kashmir was organized, which the Maharaja’s forces were 
not able to withstand. At this juncture the Maharaja fled in 
panic from Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir, to Jammu, the 
capital of the territory of that name, and despatched an 
urgent message to the Government of India offering the 
accession of the State to India and pleading for immediate 
military assistance. His offer of accession was provisionally 
accepted and adequate military assistance was immediately 
provided by the Government of India. It was announced by 
the Government of India that once law and order were 
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restored in the territories of the State, the question of the 
accession of the State to India or Pakistan would be deter- 
mined in accord with the freely expressed wishes of the 
people of the State. 

Subsequent developments clearly established that this an- 
nouncement of the Government of India was only a ruse to 
cover its military takeover of the State which, from the very 
first moment, was intended to make the State an integral part 
of India. The arrival of the Indian military contingents in the 
valley of Kashmir served to block the advance of the tribal 
hosts a few miles short of Srinagar, but thereafter the severe 
cold of the winter in the mountainous region of Kashmir 
brought about a stalemate and India found it difficult to drive 
the tribal hosts out of the territories of the State. In the 
meantime Gilgit, Hunza and portions of Ladakh repudiated 
their nominal allegiance to the Maharaja and went over to 
Pakistan. 

In this situation the Government of India, at the beginning 
of 1948, placed the matter before the Security Council of the 
United Nations describing it as a situation that constituted a 
grave threat to the maintenance of international peace. Pakis- 
tan was represented before the Security council by its Foreign 
Minister, an Ahmadi. 

The Security Council, after listening to lengthy statements 
of the representatives of India and Pakistan, discovered that 
despite their acute differences of outlook, points of view and 
appraisal of the actual situation, there was one matter on 
which there was enough agreement between the parties 
which could form the basis of a settlement of the dispute 
between them. The Indian representative had made a clear 
submission to the Security Council that the policy of the 
government of India on the question of the accession of a 
State to India or Pakistan was that in cases in which the ruler 
of a State adhered to one religious persuasion and the major- 
ity of the people of the State professed allegiance to the other 
religious persuasion, the question of the accession of the State 
should be determined in accordance with the freely expressed 
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wishes of the people of the State. This was acceptable to 
Pakistan. When, however, the Security Council framed a 
resolution which would ensure a free expression of their 
wishes by the people of Kashmir on the question of the 
accession of the State to India or to Pakistan, India embarked 
upon a course of subterfuge, chicanery and quibbling, against 
which the Security Council, and the Commission appointed 
by it, felt helpless. The Commission did succeed in persuad- 
ing the two governments to accept two resolutions proposed 
by it with the object of ascertaining the wishes of the people 
of the State on the question of accession, and in consequence 
to agree to a ceasefire on 1 January 1949. A ceasefire line was 
settled and demarcated on the ground, and there the matter 
has stuck for nearly thirty years, so that now the Government 
of India pretends that there is no longer any dispute over the 
question of the accession of the State as India has unilaterally 
carried out its original design of making the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir an integral part of its dominions. The question 
is still formally on the agenda of the Security Council, but no 
one knows how to move it towards a solution that would be 
acceptable, not only to Pakistan and India, but also the people 
of Kashmir, whose interests are vitally involved. Despite all 
that has happened and all the efforts that India has made 
towards winning the goodwill of the people of Kashmir, 
there is no doubt in anyone’s mind that if the wishes of the 
people of the valley were ascertained under conditions and in 
a manner that would guarantee their free expression, there 
would still be near unanimity in favour of the accession of the 
State to Pakistan, rather than to India. 

From the moment of his arrival in Lahore at the end of 
August 1947, the Khalifatul Masih had been at pains to point 
out that the accession of the State of Jammu and Kashmir to 
Pakistan was vital, not only from the point of view of the 
defence and security of Pakistan, but also for the commercial 
and industrial development both of Pakistan and of Kashmir 
itself. He also urged that the question of the accession of 
Kashmir to Pakistan or to India must be approached keeping 
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in mind the future of the State of Hyderabad in South India. 
He maintained that a clear and unequivocal understanding 
must be reached with India that these two problems should 
be resolved by the application of the same principle to both, 
that is to say, it should be agreed that the question of accession 
of the two states should be determined either according to the 
wishes of the respective rulers in each case, or according to 
the freely expressed wishes of the people of each State. His 
own inclination was in favour of securing the accession of 
Kashmir to Pakistan and not in any way obstructing the 
accession of Hyderabad to India. Unfortunately, his strong 
pleas in that behalf were ignored by the authorities in Pakis- 
tan with dire consequences in the long run. 

Towards the end of April 1948 it was realized that India 
had decided to seek a solution of the problem of Kashmir 
through the use of military force, and military intelligence 
indicated that India was making preparations for a military 
advance in strength all along the line in Kashmir. The Prime 
Minister of Pakistan received a report from the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Pakistan forces which stressed the perilous 
situation in which Pakistan would be placed in case of a 
military advance in force by India along the Kashmir border. 
The report concluded with a strong recommendation that 
Pakistan should post its regular forces along the border of 
Kashmir in sufficient strength to block the advance of the 
Indian forces. Acting upon the advice of the Commander-in- 
Chief, the Prime Minister, who also held the portfolio of 
defence, authorized military dispositions to be made along 
the Kashmir border in conformity with the recommendation 
of the Commander-in-Chief, so that from the first week of 
May 1948 the regular forces of both Dominions were 
engaged in combat against each other along the Kashmir 
border. 

The Khalifatul Masih was not content with offering well- 
reasoned advice to the Administration of Pakistan. He made a 
substantial contribution in terms of men and money towards 
the struggle that Pakistan was now waging with India over 
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the accession of Kashmir. The number of Ahmadis serving in 
the Pakistan forces at the time, both as officers and other 
ranks, was much higher than their proportion in the popula- 
tion. Those of them who were serving in the units that were 
engaged in combat on the Kashmir border established an 
enviable record of good service and outstanding achievement 
in battle. The Community had suffered terribly in respect of 
personnel and resources in the tragic aftermath of the parti- 
tion. Nevertheless, under the directions of the Khalifatul 
Masih, an entire battalion of Ahmadi volunteers was 
organized and was placed at the disposal of the Commander- 
in-Chief, for deployment on the Kashmir border in the late 
spring of 1948. It was called the Furgan Battalion and con- 
tinued in active service on the Kashmir front till the cessation 
of hostilities on 1 January 1949. The entire cost of maintain- 
ing the Battalion at the front was borne by the Ahmadiyya 
Community. The Battalion established a high reputation for 
discipline, courage, bravery and an eager spirit of service and 
sacrifice, an appreciation of which was conveyed by the 
Commander-in-Chief in his letter to the Khalifatul Masih, 
when the Battalion was disbanded. 


The first grave crisis encountered by the Movement was 
the death of its Holy Founder on 26 May 1908. By the grace 
and mercy of Allah, the Movement was enabled to negotiate 
it successfully through the unanimous election of Hazrat 
Maulvi Nurud Din Sahib as Khalifatul Masih I. 

An even graver crisis arose in March 1914 on the death of 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I. For a while it threatened to rip the 
Community apart right down its middle. Again, by the grace 
and mercy of Allah, it was surmounted by the wisdom, 
sagacity, tact, farsight and prayers of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
II. 

Sir Herbert Emerson and the Ahrar combined to confront 
the Movement with a third crisis twenty years later, in the 
autumn of 1934. The grace and mercy of Allah again came to 
the rescue of the Movement, and the blessed initiation of 
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Tahrik Jadeed opened the way of farther and faster progress 
of the Movement. 

In 1953, the orthodox Muslim divines made a tremendous 
effort to incite the masses to wipe out the Movement by 
violence. While no great harm was done in Karachi, which 
was still the seat of government, murder, grievous hurt, arson 
and large-scale destruction of property were let loose against 
the members of the Movement. Yet again, the grace and 
mercy of Allah enabled the Community to weather the 
storm. The aftermath lingered yet awhile, and bitterness and 
rancour rankled in some bosoms. 

In March 1954 the Khalifatul Masih completed forty years 
of his Khalifat. It will be appreciated that from the moment 
of his election to his sacred and exalted office, the Khalifatul 
Masih had been continuously preoccupied with problems of 
a baffling variety and volume calling for the exercise of the 
highest qualities of astonishing diversity, and that on no 
occasion was he found wanting. If he had confined himself 
entirely to urging the Community towards the maintenance 
ofa high standard of moral and spiritual qualities, that in itself 
would have been a full-time occupation, calling for the very 
best that any human being could put forth. Under his wise 
and fostering care, reinforced by his continuous humble and 
earnest supplications to the Divine, in all seasons and at all 
hours, but more particularly during the latter part of the 
night, the Community had grown vastly in numbers and was 
now spread all around the globe. Its constant care and super- 
vision, the provision of comfort and consolation for different 
sections in diverse situations of trial and tribulation, the 
constant urging towards higher achievement in all walks of 
life, the demand for the upholding of the highest moral and 
spiritual values, imposed upon the Khalifatul Masih a heavy 
strain which, but for the grace and mercy of God, would 
have destroyed a lesser person within the space of a few years. 
His high and sterling qualities and characteristics had, how- 
ever, been presaged in glowing and superlative terms by God 
Himself in the galaxy of prophecies set out in the announce- 
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ment of his revered father of 20 February 1886. Every one of 
them was illustrated and fulfilled in an astonishing manner, in 
the face of the most adverse combination of circumstances 
during the course of more than half a century of his Khilafat. 
To the members of the Movement he was, at all times, a 
deeply loving father to whom they could look at all times 
and in all circumstances for guidance, advice, help, encour- 
agement, appreciation and admonition; to all intelligent, 
reasonable people of goodwill he proved himself a wise 
friend and counsellor; towards his opponents he was forbear- 
ing and truly sympathetic over their lack of understanding; 
to the afflicted he was, without discrimination, a ready source 
of comfort, consolation and relief. Yet, there were those 
who, through error, bigotry, misunderstanding or sheer 
perversity entertained bitter hostility towards him and were 
capable of subjecting him to the most heinous outrages. 
One day in March 1954 a young man belonging to this last 
category managed to take his stand in the first line of wor- 
shippers immediately behind him, while he was leading the 
afternoon service in the principal mosque at Rabwah. In the 
middle of the service he suddenly advanced upon him from 
his rear and drove the blade of a long sharp knife into his neck 
with murderous force. There was profuse bleeding from the 
injury which the efforts of those who were nearest to him 
failed to staunch completely. With a wad of cotton cloth 
pressed closely against his neck he was able to walk across the 
few yards that separated him from his residence. In his state of 
agony, characteristically, his first thought was for the safety 
of his assailant. He directed: ‘Secure the young man but do 
him no harm. This is an order.’ His direction was loudly 
announced to the bewildered congregation in the mosque 
and served to secure his assailant against the least harm. He 
was, in due course, handed over to the police and was 
eventually sentenced to a substantial term of imprisonment. 
The injury inflicted upon the Khalifatul Masih was deep 
and grievous and had a serious effect on his nervous system. 
The surgeons who attended upon him made a diagnosis 


332 AHMADIYYAT 


which they put in reassuring terms. The speed with which 
the injury was apparently healed also served to reassure 
everyone; but its after effects persisted and it soon became 
apparent that he was not able to maintain his activities at the 
level at which he was accustomed to work. He was 65 years 
of age, had never been in robust health, had always driven 
himself hard and had given himself little respite. He was now 
called upon to pay part of the price. On the other hand, but 
for the sheer grace and mercy of God, the injury might have 
proved instantaneously fatal. Indeed, the surgeons were sur- 
prised that his life had been spared. The blade of the knife had 
penetrated into his neck a distance of four inches and its point 
had stopped right at the jugular vein. The examination of the 
surgeons and the X-ray impressions failed to reveal any 
injury to the vein itself. But as the patient, even after the 
apparently complete healing of the wound, continued to 
suffer discomfort and unease, he was not satisfied that all was 
well with him; though the repeated examinations carried out 
by the surgeons disclosed no cause for the discomfort. They 
hoped that the passage of time would complete the process of 
inner healing and the slight strain on the nervous system 
would gradually be eased and would ultimately be removed 
altogether, but this prognostication was not completely ful- 
filled, and the Khalifatul Masih decided in 1955 to proceed to 
Europe and seek expert medical and surgical advice. 

He was examined very thoroughly by top experts in 
Zurich, Hamburg and London with such assistance as could 
be drawn from X-ray impressions, etc., and the unanimous 
conclusion was that the point of the knife had broken at the 
jugular vein and was embedded in it. The expert advice was 
that no attempt should be made to extricate it as the risk to his 
life involved in any such operation was too serious to be 
worth taking. It was hoped that the pressure on the vein and 
the consequent effect on the nervous system might be slowly 
eased and the patient be able to resume his activities at a 
reduced tempo. He was advised to adopt a restful pattern of 
life and to avoid hard work and long periods of sustained 
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labour. For a person of his temperament and high capacities 
this was a disappointing prospect. But there was no help for 
it. He was still able to carry on a comparatively active life, but 
the pressure on his nervous system, instead of being eased 
with the passage of time, tended to be intensified progressi- 
vely. 

One of his prophetic titles was Fazle Umar, indicating his 
spiritual affinity to Hazrat Umar, the Second Successor of the 
Holy Prophet, peace be on him. The Khalifatul Masih not 
only became the Second Successor of the Promised Messiah, 
the spiritual reflection of the Holy Prophet, but several of the 
projects undertaken by him, and his achievements in diverse 
spheres, bore a close resemblance to the achievements of 
Hazrat Umar; even the almost fatal tragedy to which he was 
subjected by his assailant was identical with the tragedy that 
brought the Second Khilafat of the Holy Prophet, peace be 
on him, to a sudden and premature end. Hazrat Umar was 
also attacked in the middle of the Prayer service that he was 
leading by a non-Muslim who had worked up some grudge 
against him and who inflicted with a dagger severe injuries 
upon him which proved fatal. 

During his visit to Europe in 1955, the Khalifatul Masih 
inspected the various missions in Europe and held a confer- 
ence in London of all the missionaries working in the differ- 
ent European countries, in which he checked up on their 
activities and progress and gave them directions and fur- 
nished them with guidance with regard to their future work. 

Having in mind the crisis with which the Movement had 
been confronted on the demise of Khalifatul Masih I, he had 
already established an Electoral College for the election of a 
Khalifa, when the sacred office should become vacant by the 
Khalifa’s death. The college was composed of the following, 
subject to the essential qualification that every elector must be 
a member of the Movement and should be a supporter of the 
Khilafat: 

(1) The surviving sons of the Promised Messiah. 
(2) The President of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya. 
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(3) All Secretaries of the Sadar Anjuman. 
(4) The Director General and the Directors of Tahrik 
Jadeed. 
(s) The President of Waaf Jadeed. 
(6) The Principal of the Talimul Islam College. 
(7) The Headmaster of the Talimul Islam High School. 
(8) The President of the Theological Seminary. 
(9) The President of Ansarullah. 
(10) The President of Khuddamul Ahmadiyya. 
(11) Representative of Lajna Imaullah. 
(12) Missionaries who had worked abroad for a minimum 
period of three years. 
(13) Missionaries who had worked within Pakistan or India 
for a minimum period of five years. 
(14) Amirs of circles in Pakistan. 
(15) Members of the Movement who had joined the Move- 
ment in the lifetime of the Founder of the Movement. 

The total membership of the college is approximately one 
hundred and fifty. 

The health of Khalifatul Masih II entered upon a pro- 
longed process of slow but progressive decline and the end 
came on 8 November 1965. His demise shook the Movement 
to its foundations. Every member of the Movement was 
overwhelmed with grief, the depth and intensity of which 
were beyond measure. The shock was bewildering and baf- 
fling. It seemed that the vacuum thus created would be hard, 
if not impossible, to fill. Everyone, however, realized that the 
divine will was supreme and no human being was immortal. 

The members of the Community converged in large 
numbers upon Rabwah for the purpose of seeking comfort 
and consolation from each other’s company and to pay their 
tribute of love and devotion to the sacred memory of the 
holy-one who had guided the destinies of the Movement for 
more than half a’ century and had given freely of his love, 
sympathy and support to everyone without discrimination. 

The President of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya, in con- 
formity with the constitution of the Electoral College, con- 
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vened a meeting of the College on 9 November for the 
purpose of electing the new Khalifa. The interval between 
the demise of Khalifatul Masih II and the meeting of the 
Electoral College was spent by everyone in humble and 
earnest supplication to the Divine, that the members of the 
Electoral College may be rightly guided in their choice of the 
Successor to Khalifatul Masih II. The College met in a deeply 
prayerful mood and Sahibzada Mirza Nasir Ahmad Sahib, 
eldest son of the departed Khalifatul Masih, who had been 
Principal of the Talimul Islam College for 21 years, was 
elected Khalifatul Masih III by an overwhelming majority of 
the Electoral College. As soon as the choice of the Electoral 
College became known it was universally felt as if comfort 
and consolation were descending upon every heart from 
heaven. 

The funeral prayers over the beloved departed, led by the 
newly elected Khalifa, and his interment later on the same 
day were a deeply moving experience for everyone, which 
was born of conflicting emotions of grief and bereavement 
on the one hand and steadfast submission to the divine will, 
and a firm resolve to march forward in earnestness, giving of 
one’s very best, on the other. The bonds of brotherhood were 
felt to be gaining in strength, and the urge towards greater 
uprightness and righteousness in every sphere appeared to be 
the prevailing mood. 

Tributes in superlative terms were paid to the memory of 
Khalifatul Masih II by the entire press of Pakistan. It would 
be enough to set out as an example the one that was published 
in The Light, a weekly publication of the dissentient group 
published from Lahore. In its issue of 16 November 196s, 
under the caption ‘A GREAT NATION-BUILDER’, the editor 
wrote: 


The death of Mirza Bashirud Din Mahmud Ahmad, Head of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement (Rabwah) rang the curtain down on a 
most eventful career, packed with a multitude of far-reaching 
enterprises. A man of versatile genius and dynamic personality, 
there was hardly any sphere of contemporary thought and life 
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during the past half century, from religious scholarship to mission- 
ary organization, even political leadership, on which the deceased 
did not leave a deep imprint. A whole network of Islamic missions 
and mosques scattered over the world, the deep penetration of 
Islamic preaching in Africa, transplanting the long-entrenched 
Christian Missions, are a standing monument to the imaginative 
planning, organizational capacity and unflagging drive of the 
deceased. There has hardly been a leader of men in recent times 
who commanded such deep devotion from his followers, not only 
when alive, but also after death, when sixty thousand people 
rushed from all parts of the country to pay their last homage to 
their departed leader. In the story of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
the Mirza Sahib’s name will go down as a Great Nation Builder, 
who built up a well-knit community in the face of heavy odds, 
making it a force to be counted with. We offer the bereaved family 
our deep condolences in their great loss. 


The fulfilment of every aspect of the grand prophecy of 
the Promised Messiah set out in the announcement of 20 
February 1886, in the person of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II, 
furnishes irrefutable proof of the truth of the Promised 
Messiah. From whatever point of view it is approached, the 
impossibility of the prophecy having been the product of the 
workings of a human mind becomes patent. The prophecy is 
studded with innumerable contingencies the non-fulfilment 
of a single one of which would have demonstrated its false- 
hood, had it been an imposture. The fulfilment of the whole 
cluster of the grand predictions comprised in the prophecy 
leaves no room for a shadow of doubt that the prophecy was 
made under Divine direction and its fulfilment firmly estab- 
lishes the existence of God, the truth of the Holy Prophet of 
Islam, the divine origin of the Holy Quran, the truth of the 
Promised Messiah and the righteousness of Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih II, and the fact that he was the Divinely appointed 
Successor of the Promised Messiah. His outstanding qualities 
and his astonishing record of high achievement in so many 
fields of human endeavour, all related to the revival of the 
faith and the supremacy of Islam over all other religions, 
marked him out as a great and shining figure in the annals of 
the Renaissance of Islam in the latter days. 


CiaexP TER SIX TEEN 


Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad Sahib, Khalifatul Masih HI, was 
$6 years of age when he was elected to his exalted office. 
Under the directions of his revered father he had at an early 
age committed the whole of the Holy Quran to memory. His 
education and training had comprised the religious as well as 
the secular in both of which he attained high proficiency. All 
through priority had been given to the religious over the 
secular and to the spiritual over the intellectual, yet neither 
was neglected. After having completed his course of theo- 
logical and oriental studies at the level of High Proficiency, 
he graduated from Government College Lahore and 
obtained the Bachelor of Arts Degree of the Punjab Univer- 
sity. He then proceeded to England for postgraduate studies 
at Balliol College, Oxford, and in due course obtained the 
Honours Degree of the University of Oxford, and later 
became Master of Arts of the University. 

On return from England he was appointed a professor in 
the Theological Seminary at Qadian and later became its 
Principal. On the establishment, in 1944 of the Talimul Islam 
College, which was affiliated to the Punjab University, he 
was appointed its first Principal, which office he filled with 
distinction for 21 years, and which he relinquished on his 
election as Khalifatul Masih III. Under his devoted care and 
guardianship the Talimul Islam College went steadily for- 
ward and established a record of both academic achievement 
and athletic performance, as one of the foremost educational 
institutions in the province. For a number of years Sahibzada 
Mirza Nasir Ahmad Sahib also served as a member of the 
governing body of the Punjab University in which capacity 
he rendered valuable service to the cause of higher education 
in the province. 

While for more than twenty years the college had a prior 
claim on his time and attention, he was ready to serve in 
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whatever capacity he was called upon. For a period he served 
as the President of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya, which 
office, though honorary, involved the discharge of heavy 
responsibilities at the Centre of the organizational pattern of 
the Movement. 

He possesses a firm but gentle disposition which is charac- 
terized chiefly by shyness and modesty. It has been observed, 
however, that when the occasion so demands he does not fail 
to provide dashing leadership. 

He was called to his exalted office at a mature age in the 
face of the most poignant tragedy of his revered father’s 
death, and by the grace and mercy of God, has proved 
himself an inexhaustible source of comfort and consolation to 
all members of the Movement, not only at that critical 
juncture in the fortunes of the Community but through the 
series of crises with which the Movement has been faced 
from time to time during his Khilafat. 


From the beginning of his Khilafat he has given proof of 
great zeal and drive in the pursuit of the objectives of the 
Movement. One of the very first projects that he initiated 
was the setting up of the Fazl-i-Umar Foundation in memory 
of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I, the purpose of which was to 
push forward all the designs in which the late Khalifatul 
Masih had taken particular interest. It was made clear that the 
Foundation would not take over or intervene in the exercise 
of any function that had been allotted to any of the existing 
institutions or departments of the Movement, though it 
could be called upon to render aid or assistance in carrying 
out any project which the department concerned was unable 
to put through for lack of adequate personnel or resources. 
An appeal was made to the Community to provide two anda 
half million rupees as the capital of the proposed Foundation, 
the income of which would be utilized by the Foundation for 
the achievement of its purposes. The Community responded 
readily to the appeal and provided over two million rupees in 
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cash contributions to serve as the capital of the Foundation. 
This was a gratifying indication that the spirit of devotion 
and sacrifice that had inspired the Community under Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih II had not only survived the shattering 
shock of his death, but had in effect been stimulated by the 
consciousness that a heavier burden of responsibility now 
rested on the shoulders of every member of the Movement. 

As soon as the Foundation was set up it began to occupy 
itself with the study and formulation of such projects as were 
designed to forward the purposes for which the Foundation 
had been set up. For instance, it initiated a project for the 
purpose of stimulating the intellectual capacities of those 
members of the Movement who were interested in scholastic 
pursuits. It announced that it would make five awards every 
year of the value of one thousand rupees to each scholar who 
would prepare and submit to the Foundation a thesis on any 
of the diverse intellectual topics specified by the Foundation, 
which in the estimation of the Foundation gave proof of high 
intellectual endeavour. The response to this initiative of the 
Foundation has been encouraging but has not been as enthu- 
siastic as it had been hoped. The Foundation 1s continuing the 
project and expects that in the course of time the standard and 
number of theses submitted to it every year will continue to 
rise. 

With the development of Rabwah as the Headquarters of 
the Movement, the need of an adequate library to which the 
intellectual sections of the Community could have free access 
had been felt. But the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya had not 
been able to make financial provision for the housing of such 
a library and providing the necessary cognate facilities. The 
Foundation came forward with the offer that it would under- 
take the construction of the building and other facilities 
pertaining to the library on some suitable site to be provided 
by the Anjuman. The offer of the foundation was accepted, 
the building was erected and on completion was handed over 
to the Sadar Anjuman. 

As a result of the opening of new Missions of the Move- 
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ment and the proliferation of its branches across the globe, 
the number of members of the Movement in foreign coun- 
tries visiting Rabwah in all seasons of the year, but more 
particularly on the occasion of the Annual Conference in the 
last week of December, has grown every year. The Tahrik 
Jadeed had built a modest guest house simultaneously with 
the construction of its offices which was maintained in good 
condition, but the accommodation provided therein was 
limited and soon became inadequate for the demands made 
upon it. Thus the need was felt of a much larger hostel for 
foreign visitors which should be fitted with all the facilities to 
which they were accustomed at home. Again the Foundation 
came forward with the offer to construct such a hostel on the 
scale and to the specifications that would meet the need that 
had arisen. Its offer was accepted by the Tahrik Jadeed and 
the project went forward. As everywhere else, the country 
was about that time caught in the grip of severe inflation and 
the cost of the project, despite every effort at keeping it 
down, went up progressively and the Directorate of the 
Foundation began to be apprehensive whether the resources 
of the Foundation would prove equal to the liability that it 
had undertaken. Through the grace and mercy of God, the 
first stage of the project, which alone had been undertaken to 
start with, was successfully and satisfactorily completed at 
more than twice the cost originally estimated. The hostel was 
then taken over by Tahrik Jadeed. The demand for hostel 
accommodation of various types has continued to grow anda 
number of smaller hostels have been constructed or are in 
course of construction at the instance of institutions of the 
Movement other than the Fazli Umar Foundation. 

The Foundation has published the first volume of the 
addresses delivered by Khalifatul Masih If. Other volumes 
will follow in due course. An authoritative biography of him 
has been taken in hand, of which the first of three volumes 
have been published. 


The Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement had 
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announced very early: “Truth will be victorious and Islam 
will again experience the day of light and freshness which it 
had experienced early in its history, and the sun will rise again 
in its perfection as it had risen before.’ 

In those early days a beginning had been made of the 
advance of Islam in East Africa. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I had 
announced during his last illness: “God Almighty has pro- 
mised me that halfa million Christians would accept Islam in 
Africa’; and had added: ‘Education will spread in West 
Africa.’ 

On 18 February 1945 Hazrat Khalifatul Masih II said, in 
the course of an address: 


God has reserved these African countries for Ahmadiyyat and they 
have a close relationship with the progress of Islam. Our future is 
bound up with Africa. .. .God Almighty diverted my attention to 
these countries in good time and then of His grace He opened the 
door of extraordinary progress in those countries.... If our 
younger men do not proceed quickly to these countries and do not 
make an attempt to win the whole of that region for Islam in the 
shortest possible time, no chance will be left for us to make further 
progress. .. . If we make even a small effort we will be supreme in 
those countries, not only because we are established on the truth, 
but also because the African temperament will support us. We shall 
be at an advantage against our rivals for they seek to succeed 
through power and force, and we shall have the support of the 
truth. Thus those people will, in any case, turn to us and will not 
turn to them... . This is a time of great tact and alertness for us. 
This is a time for great speed and swiftness for us. We must spread 
all over Africa in a matter of days and months and we must 
establish the Kingdom of the One God in those countries in place 
of the Trinity. 


In April and May 1970 Khalifatul Masih III visited 
Nigeria, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Gambia and Sierra 
Leone, in that order, to check up on the activities of the 
Missions of the Movement in those countries and to make an 
appraisal of the opportunities of further progress. At the end 
of his visit to those countries of West Africa he arrived in 
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London and, in an address to the Community in a meeting in 
which all the branches of the Movement in Britain were 
represented, gave a brief account of the impressions he had 
gathered in the West African countries that he had visited, 
and stressed the great need of pressing forward in West 
Africa. He announced a scheme that he had conceived under 
Divine direction, of expanding the activities of the Move- 
ment in West Africa through the establishment of a substan- 
tial number of schools and hospitals which were the great 
need of the people of West Africa. He mentioned that the 
programme that he had in mind for the next three years 
would require an outlay of one hundred thousand pounds 
sterling and called upon the Community to furnish a substan- 
tial portion of that amount as early as possible so that there 
should be no delay in launching the programme. The Com- 
munity in Britain responded with promises of fifty-one 
thousand pounds, of which eleven thousand pounds were 
contributed within ten days. The total amount pledged by 
the Community for the Nusrat Jehan Scheme as the pro- 
gramme was named, far exceeded the hundred thousand 
pounds which was the original target. But this was only the 
financial requirement. Teachers, physicians and surgeons 
were needed for the schools and hospitals that were to be set 
up in West Africa. The response of the Community in that 
respect also proved quite adequate. 

On his return to Rabwah the Khalifatul Masih described 
some of his impressions of West Africa in the course of his 
Friday sermons. For instance, he said in his very first sermon: 


I stand before you today to announce to you the bounties of my 
Beneficent Lord. It is not possible to express in words the manifes- 
tations of the Greatness and the Majesty of God Almighty and of 
the dignity of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, that my 
companions and myself experienced in West Africa. When we 
arrived in that part of the world we had no idea how lovable are 
the people of that region and how their hearts and bosoms throb 
with the love of Allah and of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, 
peace be on him, and of his great spiritual son, the Mahdi. My first 
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impression was that the intensity of their love bordered on lunacy. 
They stared at me and went on staring and though they did not 
give verbal expression to their emotions, their love shone forth 
from their eyes. 


On another occasion he said in the same context: ‘The 
great day of the supremacy of Islam has dawned. No power 
on earth can frustrate it. Islam and Ahmadiyyat are bound to 
triumph. I assure you that your future is most glorious.’ 

On 26 June 1970 he called upon Ahmadi doctors and 
teachers to volunteer their services for work in West Africa, 
and indicated that in case he found that the number of 
volunteers did not correspond to the need, he would select 
the teachers and doctors who would be required to proceed 
to West Africa under his directions. He announced that he 
had promised the African countries that he had visited, to 
establish a minimum of twenty-five health centres and 
seventy to eighty schools in those countries. 

A cluster of problems had to be resolved and pushed out of 
the way, before the scheme could begin to operate. But these 
were overcome fairly rapidly under the dynamic directions 
of the Khalifatul Masih and in consequence of his continuous 
humble supplications to the Divine. The details in each case 
furnished an astonishing record of beneficent achievement in 
the face of formidable difficulties. The success achieved by all 
the institutions that were set up in pursuance of the scheme 
was most gratifying. The efforts of the devoted physicians 
and surgeons to bring relief and healing to the suffering 
people within the range of their activities were often blessed 
with a degree of fulfilment that was almost miraculous. By 
the end of 1972 sixteen new hospitals and thirteen new 
secondary schools had been opened and were in full ope- 
ration. The success of the medical centres was so remarkable 
that in many instances they became self-multiplying. In 
deserving cases relief was administered free, and yet the 
income from several of the centres not only enabled the need 
of suitable buildings and necessary equipment to be met but 
the surplus helped to establish new health centres in areas 
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where their need was most urgent. In this manner the scheme 
has so multiplied itself since its initiation in 1970 that by now 
the financial outlay alone has exceeded a quarter of a million 
pounds at a modest estimate. The schools also are doing very 
good work and are being steadily multiplied. Fortunately the 
governments of the countries concerned have been most 
co-operative, helpful and appreciative of the service that the 
Movement has so eagerly and enthusiastically rendered and is 
rendering to their people as a practical expression of the 
bonds of brotherhood that operate to hold the whole of 
humanity together. In one or two instances red-tape held up 
the initiation or the progress of units of the scheme, but the 
persistent efforts of the workers of the Movement, helped by 
the prayers of the Khalifatul Masih, succeeded within a short 
time in overcoming the obstructions put up by the official- 
dom concerned. 

Altogether the success achieved by the Nusrat Jehan 
Scheme has been most encouraging and gratifying and the 
Movement is now accepted in the countries concerned as an 
extremely beneficent dispensation. At several places the insti- 
tutions established by the Movement have had to operate in 
beneficent competition with Christian missionary institu- 
tions. In every one of those cases the institutions of the 
Movement, starting years later than their rivals and working 
initially under a complexity of handicaps, soon overtook 
their rivals and have by now left them far behind in several 
instances. It is beginning to be realized in Christian Mission- 
ary circles that Islam and not Christianity would ultimately 
prevail in West Africa. The Nusrat Jehan Scheme limited 
originally to three years has by now become permanent, and 
it is expected that its activities will soon begin to be expanded 
into the neighbouring countries of West Africa. While the 
success of the scheme in every one of the countries in which it 
has been in operation has been most gratifying, perhaps its 
impact has been most striking, from a certain point of view, 
in the smallest of those countries, namely Gambia. That 
country is not only the smallest but was also the most 
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backward of all the countries of West Africa so far as medical 
and educational facilities were concerned. For instance, 
anyone who was in need of dental care or attention had either 
to reconcile himself to the continuous endurance of the 
deficiency from which he suffered, or had to undertake a 
journey to Dakar, the capital of Senegal, which was the 
nearest place where dental attention was procurable. Under 
the Nusrat Jehan Scheme half a dozen health centres have 
been established in Gambia, including a dental clinic and a 
centre for the treatment of tuberculosis. There is an excellent 
secondary school just outside the capital which is running so 
well that there is already keen competition for admission to 
its classes. 

While the success of the Nusrat Jehan Scheme in its initial 
stages is most encouraging, it is recognized that this is only 
the pioneer stage of a grand project and that the work so far 
initiated and in progress touches only the fringe of an enor- 
mous human problem. It is hoped, however, that by the 
grace and mercy of God, the start that has been made will go 
on expanding and multiplying ull not only West Africa but 
the whole of the continent, hitherto designated as the Dark 
Continent, is illuminated with the heavenly light of Islam, 
and the standard of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, 
peace be on him, is planted on all the heights and in all the 
valleys of that vast continent. 


The Movement was formally initiated in March 1889 and 
will complete its first century in March 1989. Hazrat Khalifa- 
tul Masih II had directed that the centenary of the Movement 
should be celebrated with great éclat. In view of this direction 
Khalifatul Masih HI decided to make an announcement con- 
cerning the celebration of the centenary of the Movement in 
the Annual Conference of 1973, in which he enumerated a 
number of projects which he had in mind in connection with 
the centenary. These projects include, among others, the 
building of mosques in different parts of the world; the 
publication of the translations of the Holy Quran in French, 
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Russian, Italian, Spanish and other languages; publication of 
the philosophy of the teachings of the Quran in suitable 
brochures in one hundred languages; opening new Missions 
of the Movement in countries where no Mission 1s at present 
established; the setting up of a large printing press at the 
Headquarters of the Movement; the establishment of a 
broadcasting station in some country of West Africa where 
permission for such a station might be forthcoming. It is 
contemplated that some form of celebration would be 
launched asa token in March 1989 to be continued during the 
rest of the year to its culmination in the Annual Conference 
of that year. The Khalifatul Masih called upon the Com- 
munity to pledge the amount of twenty-five million rupees 
to finance the projects and the celebration of the centenary. 
He suggested that as sixteen years intervened between his 
announcement and the culmination of the celebrations at the 
end of 1989, every contributor to the Centenary Fund should 
pay up one-sixteenth of the amount of his contribution every 
year. As by the grace of God the Community is expanding 
daily, and a certain proportion of its youth joins the ranks of 
workers in gainful employment every year, it is expected that 
the target of financial contributions aimed at when the an- 
nouncement was first made would be more than doubled by 
the end of 1989. 

In the meantime some of the projects included in the 
centenary programme have already been put in hand and are 
being proceeded with. One of them was completed in 
August 1976. This is a beautiful mosque built on an eminence 
in the city of Gothenburg which serves as a beacon of 
spiritual light for miles around. The opening ceremony was 
performed by Khalifatul Masih III and attracted a large 
concourse of people from all over Europe. There is a large 
Community of Ahmadi Muslims in Gothenburg, the mem- 
bership of which was enlarged by several people joining the 
Movement on the occasion of the opening of the mosque. 


The bigoted section of orthodox Muslim divines in Pakis- 
tan was much perturbed by the announcement of the Khali- 
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fatul Masih concerning the centenary celebrations which he 
made in December 1973. Time after time the plans that they 
had devised for the purpose of arresting the progress of the 
Movement had been frustrated, by the grace and mercy of 
God, and from each trial the Movement had emerged in 
greater strength and reinvigorated in spirit. Rather than learn 
a lesson from their repeated experiences their bitterness and 
hostility towards the Movement had continued to mount 
and the announcement of the centenary celebrations put 
them in a mood of desperation. In the middle of 1974 they 
devised a plan which was aimed at provoking anger and 
rancour against the Ahmadiyya Community which unfor- 
tunately succeeded only too well in its immediate purpose. 
An incident was staged at the Rabwah railway station, which 
was so managed that a party of students who belonged to an 
organization bitterly hostile to the Movement succeeded in 
provoking a number of Ahmadis, who happened to be 
present at the railway station when the train carrying the 
students arrived, into a conflict in which slight injuries were 
inflicted on some of the students in the party. At the next stop 
of the train preparations had already been made to receive the 
students as heroes who had suffered grievous injuries in the 
cause of Islam at the hands of the members of the Movement. 
Fiery speeches were made and the incident was painted in 
lurid colours. The utterly false and misleading accounts of the 
incident were further embroidered in the press next morn- 
ing, with the addition of such false, fictitious and horrifying 
details as that the students had been cruelly maimed, that 
some of them had their tongues cut out and that others had 
their genitals cut off. This sent a wave of horror throughout 
the province and all sorts of premeditated atrocities were let 
loose against the members of the Movement: In the inquiry 
subsequently conducted by a Judge of the Lahore High Court 
into the incident, it was established by the medical evidence 
produced that all the injuries alleged to have been received by 
some of the students were simple bruises and scars and not a 
single one of them was grievous. 

For reasons undisclosed the report of the inquiry has not 
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been published so far. This lends colour to the speculation 
that the administration does not come out too well in the 
report. Be that as it may, it is a fact that in the widespread 
disorders that followed upon the Rabwah incident, as it came 
to be known, a number of Ahmadis were killed, maimed and 
injured, and there was large-scale looting and destruction of 
properties of Ahmadis. In nota single instance did the police 
or the civil authorities intervene to extend their protection to 
the victims of violence, no investigation was made into any 
of the numerous outrages committed against the persons and 
properties of the Ahmadis, no one was arrested or tried in 
respect of any of them, and no compensation was awarded to 
any Ahmadi for the loss inflicted upon him. There were 
several instances in which the police openly and actively 
encouraged the unruly and disorderly elements to do their 
Worst. 

At Sargodha, during the perpetration of large-scale 
outrages against the Ahmadis, the then Chief Minister of the 
Province was present in the town and, though apprised of 
what was going on, and made aware of it by observing the 
columns of smoke rising above the gutted buildings, did not 
stir his little finger to check the course of the outrages. The 
same was the attitude of the Deputy Inspector General of 
police who was also present in the town in attendance upon 
the Chief Minister. 

Some of the guardians of law and order explained their 
inaction and their dereliction of duty as having been imposed 
upon them by orders from on high. 

The community again set an example of perfect steadfast- 
ness under extreme suffering and complete confidence in 
God. The bereaved and the afflicted managed to make their 
way to the Headquarters of the Movement, where the Khali- 
fatul Masih applied the healing balm of compassion and love 
to their lacerated souls and sent them back comforted and 
consoled. They came with grief stricken, gloomy faces and 
went back smiling and cheerful. 

Certain measures of relief and rehabilitation had to be 
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undertaken by the Community, and by the grace of God 
these proved most fruitful. Within a short time were wit- 
nessed numerous striking instances in which those who had 
suffered heavy, and in some cases crippling, losses were not 
only able to re-establish themselves but achieved a degree of 
prosperity higher than that which they had enjoyed before 
the disturbances. Boycotts of the Community were 
organized in several places which imposed great hardship 
upon the members of the Movement who were affected by 
them, especially women, children and old people. On the 
whole, however, the Community at large emerged from the 
trial stronger, more united and in greater vigour than had 
been the case before the trouble started. This was something 
that puzzled the opponents of the Movement and which they 
were not able to comprehend. They felt that a greater effort 
on their part was called for in order to coerce the members of 
the Movement into submission. They began to agitate that 
the Movement should, by legislative action, be declared 
outside the pale of Islam. They prevailed upon the Prime 
Minister to make a declaration that appropriate action would 
be taken in the National Assembly to achieve that end. At the 
start of the session of the Assembly a resolution sponsored by 
the government was moved, the purport of which was to 
declare that the members of the Ahmadiyya Movement were 
not Muslims for the purpose of the law and the constitution. 
During the debates on the resolution the Khalifatul Masih 
was invited to make an exposition of the beliefs and teachings 
of the Movement before a committee composed of the total 
membership of the National Assembly. He was examined at 
great length by the Attorney General on the minutest details 
of the beliefs, doctrines and teachings of the Movement. The 
whole proceeding boomeranged upon the sponsors and pro- 
moters of the resolution and served to make them appear 
inconsistent and ridiculous even in their own eyes. Neverthe- 
less, the Assembly was dragooned into adopting the resolu- 
tion with the requisite majority and it was sent up to the 
Senate for its approval, which was accorded within a few 
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hours. Despite repeated requests the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee of the National Assembly have not yet been made 
public, which is sure proof that the opponents of the Move- 
ment did not emerge with any credit from the proceedings, 
though through their large numbers and by outrageous abuse 
of the process of legislation they achieved their immediate 
objective. Nobody appears, however, to be certain what 
exactly is the import of the resolution. Attempts have been 
made to manipulate the resolution for the purpose of depriv- 
ing the members of the Movement of the benefit of the 
fundamental right embedded in the constitution guarantee- 
ing to every citizen freedom to profess and practise his 
religion and to establish and maintain his religious institu- 
tions. Such attempts as have been made the subject of judicial 
determination have only backfired against their proponents. 
There is no doubt, however, that the Constitutional Amend- 
ment, brought about by the resolution of the National 
Assembly of 7 September 1974, has placed the Movement 
and its members in a position of some embarrassment, if not 
of difficulty. 

But as has always been the case in the history of the 
Movement, this is only one side of the picture. The whole 
chain of events, beginning with the Rabwah incident, stimu- 
lated a surprising degree of interest in the Movement in the 
minds of the serious section of the people of Pakistan, so 
much so that within a few weeks of the adoption of the 
resolution of 7 September by the National Assembly, all the 
material for propaganda at the Headquarters of the Move- 
ment was exhausted by a very brisk demand for it. Seekers 
after truth began to arrive at the Headquarters daily in large 
numbers to look at everything themselves, and to ascertain 
by direct personal inquiries the differences that separated the 
Movement from the bulk of the Muslims and to determine 
where did the truth reside. This type of curiosity was most 
welcome to the workers of the Movement and they strove to 
satisfy it completely objectively with most beneficent results. 
But the factor that proved most effective in this context was 
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the personality of the Khalifatul Masih, his urbane tempera- 
ment, his winning smile, the love that shone forth from his 
eyes and his uniform courtesy extended to everyone without 
discrimination. In a large majority of cases the visitors 
decided to join the Movement while they were still at Rab- 
wah, and the rest followed suit within a few days of their 
return home. A final decision to keep out of the Movement 
was extremely rare. The enthusiasm and eagerness of the new 
entrants into the Movement has been most remarkable; their 
conformity to the teachings of Islam as interpreted by the 
Movement has been exemplary. Under this impulse mem- 
bership of the Movement has risen steadily at a rate much in 
excess of that which had come to be regarded as normal, and 
a large number of new branches have been established. The 
hostility of the bigoted Muslim divines towards the Move- 
ment has by no means been assuaged, though the eruption of 
violence against the members of the Movement has subsided 
in a large measure. Thus the Movement has every reason to 
be beholden to its extreme opponents for serving as a stimu- 
lant arousing healthy curiosity about the Movement. 

Such was the crisis of 1974. These crises have so far 
recurred with surprising regularity in the history of the 
Movement at intervals of approximately twenty years: 1914, 
1934, 1953-54 and 1974. 


As has been noticed the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement announced almost eight decades ago to an incre- 
dulous world that according to the Holy Quran Jesus had not 
died on the cross but had been delivered from an accursed 
death by the grace and mercy of God. Thereafter he had 
travelled through the countries in which the lost tribes of 
Israel had been settled after their dispersal, and had finally 
arrived among a portion of them in Kashmir where he died 
and is buried. He had also announced that now that the 
knowledge of these events had been revealed to him, God in 
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His wisdom would progressively manifest historical evi- 
dence in support of the truth, so that the world might gain 
sure knowledge of the reality. So it has come about. By now 
a mass of evidence has been accumulated which goes to 
establish the accuracy of the thesis set forth by the Promised 
Messiah. In recent years interest has been stimulated in the 
central issue in this thesis, namely, whether Jesus did or did 
not die on the cross. A striking piece of evidence upon which 
attention has progressively centred more and more, 1s 
whether the piece of linen cloth in which the body of Jesus 
was wrapped up when it was taken down from the cross, 
which is now known as the Holy Shroud, furnishes evidence 
of a type which can help in the final and conclusive deter- 
mination of the issue, one way or the other. The research so 
far carried out tends to lend strong support to the thesis that 
the body that had been wrapped in the linen cloth was that of 
a person who was alive and was not dead. The Holy Shroud 
has for some centuries been preserved in the chapel of the 
Dukes of Savoy in Turin Cathedral, and is exposed to public 
view at intervals of thirty-three years. The next public exhi- 
bition of the Holy Shroud is due in April 1978, and it is 
expected that-permission might at last be granted by the 
relevant authorities to permit a small piece of the Holy 
Shroud, no more than a few square centimeters, to be 
detached for the purpose of further scientific research which 
might enable the age of the shroud to be determined within a 
matter of fifty years, one way or the other. Hitherto, scien- 
tific research into the mystery of the Holy Shroud has been 
carried out only on the basis of enlarged photographs of the 
Shroud. The possibility of submitting a piece of the Shroud 
itself to radio exposition has aroused great interest in the 
result of such research. As it seems likely that, if such research 
becomes possible, its results would become available by the 
middle of May 1978, the Ahmadiyya Movement has 
announced its project of holding a conference in London, in 
the first week of June 1978, when the subject of the deliver- 
ance of Jesus from the cross will be brought under discussion. 
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It is understood that the Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement 
will address the conference in its final session. It is expected 
that a mass of information relating to the reputed tomb of 
Jesus in Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir, will be exhibited in 
the conference. 

The central question of the delivery of Jesus from death on 
the cross is of fundamental importance to the three great 
religions of semitic origin, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It 
is therefore expected that the discourses delivered at the 
conference and the evidence exhibited at it will engage the 
attention of the religious leadership of these three faiths. 
Incidentally, the conference will serve to place the Ahma- 
diyya Movement in the van of research into the mystery that 
has hitherto surrounded the question of the death of Jesus 
upon the cross. 


EPILOGWE 


In the early eighties of the 19th century, a pious, middle- 
aged, revered personage, identifying himself completely 
with Islam, a faithful servant of Allah, a devoted follower of 
the Holy Prophet, Muhammad, peace be on him, announced 
that he had been a constant recipient of revelation for some 
years and that God had informed him that the day of the 
renaissance of Islam was about to dawn and that this revival 
would be brought about through him. This voice was raised 
in a small town boasting a population of no more than a few 
hundreds, situated in a corner of the most back ward province 
of India, lacking all facilities for communication with the rest 
of the world, and bereft of all amenities which could help to 
soften the rigours of existence in such a milieu. This person 
was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, scion of a noble house of 
ancient lineage whose fortunes were now at an ebb. He had 
not received much formal education, but had made a deep 
study of the Holy Quran and was richly endowed with 
knowledge of the profound eternal verities. 

The revelation vouchsafed to him held out, among other 
things, the promise that the message with which God had 
charged him would be carried to the ends of the earth, that he 
would be greatly blessed, so much so that kings would seek 
blessings from his garments, that the seed of spiritual revival 
if Islam sown by him would have a splendid sprouting, that it 
would flourish and grow into a strong tree that would afford 
shelter to multitudes, that no one would be able to arrest its 
growth and that the greater part of mankind would even- 
tually seek shelter under it. 

On 20 February 1886, he announced that God, of His grace 
and mercy, had informed him that He would bless him with 
a son who would be possessed of superlative qualities, which 
were set out in the announcement, and that he would resem- 
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ble him in beauty and beneficence. This was a multi-faceted 
prophecy. The promised son was born on 12 January 1889. 

In 1889 Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad claimed that he was 
the Reformer of the century whose advent had been pre- 
dicted by the Holy Prophet of Islam, peace be on him. In 
March of that year he laid the foundation of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement. By then revelation descended upon him in a 
constant flow. He was informed that he was the Mahdi and 
the Promised Messiah whose advent in the latter days had 
been predicted. He was also told by the Divine that in his 
person were fulfilled the prophecies handed down in all the 
great faiths of the Second Advent of a great teacher in every 
one of those faiths. 

These claims of his aroused bitter opposition towards him 
on the part of the religious leaders of all the principal faiths. 
The greater was the opposition to him, the stronger and 
more frequent were the Divine assurances of support, success, 
victory and triumph. Here and there he found acceptance 
among the serious minded and the truly pious, who yearned 
after righteousness. Their number swelled progressively 
from scores to hundreds, to thousands and even to hundreds 
of thousands in his lifetime. He was bestowed great treasures 
of moral and spiritual wealth which carried with it firm 
assurances of success and triumph, but of material resources 
he possessed little. This was in accord with Divine practice. 
His success had to come through the moral and the spiritual 
and not through the material or the physical, though a 
modicum of these was, of course, needed and was constantly 
provided. He predicted that material resources would also be 
provided in great abundance, once the moral and spiritual 
foundations had been firmly laid and there was left no danger 
of their being engulfed by the material and the physical. He 
warned against any tendency towards assigning priority to 
them over the moral and the spiritual. 

A single instance might be mentioned as illustration of the 
paucity of his financial resources. His own near collaterals 
were bitterly hostile towards him and he suffered every type 
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of hardship at their hands. At one time one of them erected a 
wall outside his residence, a part of which was used as a 
mosque, so as to block egress and ingress except by a round- 
about way which imposed great hardship both upon the 
members of his family and his visitors. This obstruction was 
fortunately removed through judicial action, but the appre- 
hension of recourse to some similar action in future lingered. 
In this situation he decided to sink a well in the courtyard of 
his residence so that a supply of water for drinking and 
domestic purposes might be assured. The cost of the sinking 
of the well was estimated at Rs 200 (£13.33). He wrote to 
some of his followers inviting them to participate in provid- 
ing the amount that was needed. He assessed the contribution 
of one of them, who was a physician in easy circumstances at 
the equivalent of two pence of the then sterling currency! 

It will be appreciated that his entire dependence was upon 
God, in full confidence that He would provide the means 
whereby the purpose of his advent would continue to be 
fulfilled. How this happened is nothing short of the miracu- 
lous. His claim of being a recipient of revelation in an age 
steeped in materialism made him an object of ridicule in the 
eyes of the worldly. His announcement that he was the great 
teacher whose advent in the latter days had been foretold in 
all the great faiths, aroused against him the bitter hostility of 
all religious circles. Orthodox Muslim divines condemned 
him as a disbeliever and an apostate whose assassination 
would be an act of the highest spiritual merit. None of this 
caused him any perturbation. He had been divinely assured: 
‘God will safeguard thee against harm by people.’ Through- 
out his life he was exposed to the evil designs of his enemies, 
and throughout he was miraculously safeguarded. He had 
appointed no bodyguard and no one was assigned the task of 
watching over him. 

He led a wholly blameless, pure and beneficent life, which 
followed in the minutest detail the pattern that had been 
established by the Holy Prophet, peace be upon him. LIke the 
Holy Prophet he challenged his opponents to point toa single 
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default in his conduct which might raise a doubt concerning 
his claim that he was favoured with constant communion 
with God. The revelation vouchsafed to him was replete 
with prophecies having the widest range, pertaining to all 
spheres of life, and every one of them has been fulfilled 
according to its purport and at its due time. 

He founded a Community, the members of which were 
required to illustrate in their lives all the social, moral and 
spiritual values inculcated by Islam, and of which the highest 
example was furnished in the life of the Holy Prophet of 
Islam, peace be on him. The members of the Movement have 
been drawn from every walk of life; they are practical men 
pursuing the whole range of beneficent activities permissible 
in Islam. They are not cranks, recluses or ascetics who reject 
the normal values of life; they have set enviable examples of 
full, successful and highly beneficent lives. The distinguish- 
ing feature of their lives is the upholding of the moral and the 
spiritual above the material and the physical in a pattern of 
beneficent co-ordination. As taught by Islam, they believe 
that the faculties and capacities bestowed upon them by God 
Almighty are a precious bounty and should be beneficently 
developed and exercised at their proper time and occasion, 
and not to be suppressed or stultified. They believe that 
everything bestowed upon man has a beneficent purpose 
which should be sought to be achieved and fulfilled at the 
highest level. The moral and spiritual code to which they 
seek to conform imposes no handicap upon them. Indeed it 
enables them to live their lives at a high level of beneficent 
activity, much above the average standard of life of those 
around them, judged by a true standard of beneficence. 
There have, by the grace and mercy of God, appeared among 
them men possessing high eminence in almost every sphere 
of human life. 

The most outstanding instances of the moral and spiritual 
revolution that is worked in the lives of the members of the 
Movement as a result of the teachings, exhortations and 
example of the Holy Founder of the Movement and his 
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Successors, are to be found in Africa, among the indigenous 
communities of that continent. It is their example which has 
become the effective instrument for the wider spread of the 
Movement in those countries. When their fellow coun- 
trymen observe the beneficence wrought in the lives of the 
members of the Movement through their adherence to the 
standards of the Movement, they are in turn drawn strongly 
towards the Movement and need little persuasion to identify 
themselves with it. The Movement has thus a bright future 
before it in several parts of Africa, more particularly in West 
Africa. 

The world today presents an ironic spectacle of the highest 
progress in science and technology, beyond the wildest 
dreams of even half a century ago, on the one side, and the 
rapid deterioration of moral and spiritual values on the other. 
This rift is widening daily, more especially in the West, and if 
it is not drastically narrowed and then eliminated at an early 
date, it would bring about universal disaster of the highest 
magnitude. It might mean the end of civilization as it is 
conceived today. At the root of the trouble is the woeful lack 
of moral and spiritual leadership among the so-called 
advanced sections of humanity. Large sections have become 
completely alienated from God. In the West scarcely anyone 
believes truly in the possibility of communion with God, 
which is of the very essence of spiritual life. Such halting and 
sporadic effort as is put forth towards the stimulation of 
moral and spiritual values, is based on human speculation and 
is not derived from Divine direction. This tendency is 
patently observed even among the orthodox Muslim divines. 
They render lip-service and verbal homage to the doctrines 
and teachings of Islam, but their conduct does not furnish an 
illustration of those values. By denying the possibility of 
revelation in this age they have closed firmly upon them- 
selves, and upon those who seek guidance from them, the 
only door through which access might be gained to the 
Almighty. They talk of things divine and sublime, but in the 
conduct of their lives they merely ape and copy the West, 
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though they go on proclaiming loudly that the West is 
heading towards disaster. They fail to recognize that the only 
way of deliverance is through the re-establishment of man’s 
relationship with God. In today’s world the only claimant of 
such a possibility is the Ahmadiyya Movement. It not only 
puts forward such a claim, it furnishes practical illustration of 
the truth of the claim. To mention only one aspect of such 
proof, there is frequent and continuous experience of the 
acceptance of prayer among the members of the Movement 
which acceptance is often indicated through some form of 
revelation, and is confirmed by the achievement of the pur- 
pose of the prayer in the face of all types of adverse circum- 
stances and considerations. It is only through such experience 
that a person can arrive at the absolute certainty of faith in the 
Divine which alone can work the needed moral and spiritual 
revolution in the lives of people. This is the challenge that the 
Ahmadiyya Movement presents to an incredulous world. It 
is the challenge of a revived, strong and invigorated Islam. 
Islam is the distilled essence of all truth. There is nota single 
fundamental verity that is not comprised in the Holy Quran. 
It requires faith in all the prophets and in the revelations that 
were vouchsafed to them. By the acceptance of Islam a Jew is 
not called upon to repudiate Moses and the Prophets, he is 
invited to fuller acceptance of Moses and the Prophets and 
the fulfilment of their prophecies; a Christian is not called 
upon to repudiate Jesus and the Gospel, he is invited to 
believe in the true capacity of Jesus as set out in the Gospel, 
and his interpretation of the Law and the fulfilment of his 
prophecies relating to the Comforter and the whole truth. A 
Zoroastrian is not called upon to repudiate Zoroaster and the 
Zendavesta, he is invited to accept the fulfilment of the 
teaching and message of Zoroaster; a Hindu is not called 
upon to repudiate the Rishis and the Vedas and Rama and 
Krishna, he is invited to accept the fulfilment of their message 
and teachings; a Buddhist is not called upon to repudiate 
Sakia Muni Gautam as the Buddha, he is invited to accept the 
fulfilment and culmination of the teachings of the Buddha 
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through the highest manifestation of enlightenment; a fol- 
lower of Confucius is not called upon to repudiate the way of 
Confucius, he is invited to accept the fullness and culmination 
of that way; a Sikh is not called upon to repudiate the 
saintliness of Guru Nanak, he is invited to accept the truth as 
Guru Nanak saw it, as is testified to by his relics: the holy 
mantle preserved at Dera Baba Nanak and his vade-mecum 
preserved at Guru Har Sahai. 

The Holy Quran is thus a universal possession and a perfect 
guide. Anyone who makes it the law of his life and conforms 
to it down to the least particular, will see God in this very life, 
than which there can be no greater proof that he is treading 
along the straight and true path. That is the only true salva- 
tion and there is no other salvation beside it. That is the 
perfect fulfilment of life here and hereafter. 
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MUHAMMAD ZAFRULLA KHAN 


Muhammad Zafrulla Khan is distinguished not only as an 
expounder of Islam but as a leader in public life. He is a 
member of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, and an 
eminent scholar in the field of comparative religion. He was 
appointed Foreign Minister of Pakistan in 1947; for many 
years he led the Pakistan Delegation to the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, and he was-President of the General 
Assembly’s Seventeenth Session. Since then he has served as 
Judge and President of the International Court of Justice at 
the Hague. He is the author of a number of books about 
Islam and about its comparison with other faiths. 


